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y FARM EMPLOYMENT AND WAGE RATES < VENUARY M1949 
BOISE, , IDAHO, January 30, 1949;-The farm wage rate in Idaho: on January 1, with... 
board and room was $140 600 per month. This was the same as January T last yeare. 
The average wages paid per day without board or room was $7,50 compared with ~ 
$7.40 on January 1 a year ALO. 


UNITED STATES: Wage rates paid to hired farm workers on January 1 continued 

> SN wad their rise, They were up 3 percent from a year earlier, Farm 
‘employment was curtailed by urfavorable weather. There were 7,155,000 persons 
at work on farms during the week ended December 25, a third ofa million.less. 
than a year carlier, ° 


“Farm wage’ ratés on January 1, 1949 avorared 60 cents per -hour when-all. cash rates 
were converted to per hour equivalents and weighted by the number of-workers re- 
eeiving esch type of rate, This was 2 cents per hour more than on January la 
year ago.and 2 cents less than on October 1, The decrease from October: 1 was 
less than usual as shown by the 3 percent increase in vhs “seasonally adjusted in- 
dex of farm wage rates. The scoasonslly adjusted index indicates that while wage 
rates are still increasing as of the first of this year the rate of increase is 
less this year than it has been in the past few years, It appears likely that 
lower prices received by farmers and prospective lower net incomes are tending 
“Co" limit“atiereases in farm wage ratos. See oe 


Comparisons by type of wage rates for this January with those for the previous 
year’and the previous quarter show. about the samepattern of change for each 
“typee The level of wage rates was higher. on January, 1 thana year earlier and 
less than on October 1, 1948,-. The per week and per hour without board or room 

_ categories are exceptions where the October l rates were below January 1, 1949, 
The changes in both the per hour rates probably need some explanations The Octo-= 
ber 1 per hour with house rate is*high in* comparison with January rates, mainly 
because payment at hourly rates i& of greatest importance in the West during the 
harvest season while during the winter ana spring months it is used in the South, 
- The per hour rate without board oF room shows an opposite trend. The October 

_ rate was lower than’ in January in’ either years The lower rate in October was 
due to a very large proportion of".workers' employed.at these rates in the South. 
Weather during the week ended December 25 was very iumfavorable for farm warks 
Heavy rains along the Atlantio Coast., whitch turned to snow from Maryland north- 
ward early inthe week,» Limited field.work ip, the area during the entire week 
except in Florida, Heavy snow also fell in-the upper Mississippi Valley and 
eastward. By the end of the week the coldest weather .of. the season, which had 

. moved into the West early in the week, had covered the entire country, Addi- 
tional snow accompanied the movement of cold weather across the countrye 


With unfavorable weather during the reporting week and especially good progress 

with fall harvest a 5 percent decrease in farm émployment from a year ago is not 
surprisinge An additional factor was the unusually pleasant weather ,during the 

survey week last year which held employment Up 


The number of people working on farms decreased nearly 2 millions from late 
November to late December, The decrease in family workers amounted to a little 
more than a million and a quorter and that for hired workers to a little more | 
than a half million. The seasonal decline in total employment was about 150,000 


larger than a year earlier, 


PERSONS ENPLOYED, DURING WEEK OF DECEMBER 19-25, 1948 


| - ‘December . November | December | November | December | 
GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS Avetage ral 2682050} 2leeT, CA aw A 19"25, ; 
1944—48 * fh LO4F fl 


ee 1947" za 1948 


J a “Oh. a San Ay. 8+; 


Thited States 915391 9,219 |) 7,487 ee a 047. | Ber othe 
Mountain ee ‘nd RAK inde Ak ORO chm, Coo mes SOly fae eB de 
Pacific: = fe 2g IE ATR ne Seah ba: wy’ ae ae VS eds “4 soespee Ai 
TOTAL PANILY WORKERS 4 ey ae ee SER BE De op 
[United States 6,412 “D607 6,449 1 7,457 "6.476 i 
Mountain | 216 231 BACON A CPI atts eee =f 
Pacigagrer des Ps Bec, 279 295 | S80 dt ade dere peg: 
(TOTAL: H RUD. WORKERS: gp. | Seite! Pigs ae aire rs 
ted Sbetes,? eS re 985 bi GL2 & a) L038 ah) As 580. i pe aa 
| Momrbain: Vr es ™ | 60 TSO 6 Nips Bere eis a3 * 4 
lL paeaits 133 19a sun eeaa “iga A 
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* Persons employed during the last fu: full calendar Week ending at least. 1. By 
‘before the end of the month, 

# Ineludes farm operators” doing 1 or more hours of farm work and hone of 
their ee gue Working: 15 hours or 0 Fe. during the se ee cash - 
WAGOS e : 

g- Includes all. persons doing 1 or more hours: of farm work during 4 ‘the survey eae 
for Pays . net eS 


eggs 5 


“PARE WAGE RATES BY STATES BS JAN 1, Poem ond: 

Per Month “Per ‘Hont “Per Day ot a Per “Hour: 
With Board With House Without ere Without ut 
and Room- Or. Room : 

r 10487 
Me eked Mare AL en ak Wk OL Le GAD ue ecm 
IMontana © | 1299 200 | 125,00 |” 155. 00. 158. 00} Geld. baan 

IpAHOs Fo: 140400 140.00 | 174,00 “171.001. 7% 40. 7450... 
lyoming “| 117.00 120.00 | 155.00. 155, 00 |. 2600 6080 He 

Colorado ~~ | 114,00 114.00 | 140.00. 151.00) 6,40... 6. 40 be oh BO Wc 
New Mexico: SO 600 696 600" ls 124000. 5s20... 540 : 060 = 64. 


Arizona — | 125400 130,00 “170e00 174,00}. 560... 6010. 
RU ee ek [lOO g0U 5 Se e00n | ed | 000 |, 

Aa AA Be 13000 130.00 | O00 160,00! yi OF Pe B85 > GO oI 
een 15300 “145,00 [ T9T.007 T85.G0} “8300 8430 v00 7 TL0a |, ; 


anys gpl 5 Pe 5 eS ee ee gree cin ee eee ed aa eee ‘ue we ee ee ee ee ee 


UNITED* STATES 100.00. 102,00. 


* Certain. wage rates. are: not setinate 
relativoly unimportant. 
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- FAR EMPLOYMENT AND WACE RATES | =~ JULY oi, 1949 

x SS ESS DSS OSS OS see 
BOISE IDAHO, July 18, 1949:— As of July 1, 1949 the average Ideho farm wage mice 
OF S146. 00+ per month (with board and room) was $9,00 lower than a year ago, with a 
house the rate was $15.00 lower. On the other hand, the rate per day without board 
and+room held steady at $7.90 and the’ straight hourly wage without board ard room 
was: 2¢ ae hour higher, 


UNITED STATES : Farm wage rates did not rise ‘quite as much between April 1 and July 1 

‘ this year as they did’ last. “As a result, for the second consecutive 
Pharter wage rates averaged slightly lower for the Dnited States as a whole than on - 
the -corresponding date. a year earlier. The wage rate index unadjusted for seasonal . 
vartation climbed from 408. percent of the 1910-14 average on April 1 to 438 percent 
on July 1, while the seasonally adjusted index rose from 416 on April 1 to 425 on 
July 1, 6 points below the level of a year apo. 


About 4 percent more -hired farm workers were at work during the week of June 19-25 
than during the corresponding weék a year earlier. Crop reporters in many States 
report a general easing in the supply of farm labor for hire, which in many cases 
permits farmers to be more selective-in their hiring from. the standpoint -of quality 
and efficiency of workers, Family employment was about 2 percent lower than last 
year, while total farm employment of -12,019,00Q:.was ubdut’ the samé as a year. earlier. 


For the United States as a whole, the wage rate increase from April 1 to July 1 
occurred in all vwypes of rates except per week without board or room, which was 
slightly lower. However, there were significant differemces between the movements 
of wage rates in the different regions because of variations in the timing of rush 
jobs and differences in the employment situation, In .New England, where the decrease 
in non-agricultural employment opportunities has been greater than in other regions 
all types of wage rates were lower on July 1 than on April 1, A similar weakening 
occurred in the South Atlantic States, At the other extreme, all types of rates 
were higher than on April 1 in the West North Central and West Scuth Central States, 
where a large winter.wheat crop was being harvested, In the Middle Atlantic and 
East North Central States monthly and weekly wage rates:were steady but daily and 
hourly rates were higher than on April 1. In the East South Central States rates 
were slightly higher or steady, while in the Mountain States movements were small. 
In the Pacific States, where hourly ratas are important,these hourly rates were une 
changed, while one of the monthly rates was up slightly, the other unchanged. 


Compared with last July, for the United States as a whole, the monthly and weekly 
rates were lower, the daily rates were slightly higher, and the hourly rates were 
divided, one up, one down, All types of rates were lower than last year in New 
England and the East North Central States, while in the West North Central States 
all rates were lower except the rate per day with board and room, which was un- 
changed, Similarly, all rates except per day without board and room were lower 
than last year in the Middle Atlantic States, In the South Atlantic and Pacific 
States ae most important rates, hourly, were lower than last year, but most other 
rates were higher. In the South Central States the hourly rate without Board and 
room was down from last year, but most other rates were slightly higher. The 
situation was reversed in the Mountain States, where hourly rates were up from 
the previous year, but all other rates were lower, 
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__ WARM WAGE RaTES BY STATES JULY 1, , 1948 AND JULY 1, 1949 


ee a facie tia ea PER DAY PER HOUR 


| BER MONTH Oo] PER © 


STATE | With Board ~ Without Board “thou Roo | 
and Room | With donee or Room | or Board 
Cede um (ele | ee | 1928 7 1945 
| aS: WT $ Vee whLe & a ae 
Montana be tae 001 145,001 240, aoe O00 *<7.50" |" "7,00 | | 96, 697 
ee | 155.00! 146,00/190,001175.00' 7490 |. , 7.90 04 | euene 
Wyoming | 227. ,00| 130,00}160.00 170,00 | - .7,00-|..°7,00 |. 90). .97 
Colorado meh G0}, 112,001 159,00 A54.00-1 4, 6s70) ayreesO ys GG e leit? 
New Mexico - | 99,00}. 107,001122.00 126.00.) |) 5440-) 4520-2). 668). i058 
Arizona | 128100' 130.00!180;00 175.00: 5.80 | 6,00. | 1731 69 
Utah | 145.00 135,00/180,00 150.00: 6,50 | 6.50 | .90! 90 
Nevada 133.00  125,00|170.00 160.00,+. .6.60 |. 6.80 |. 90, 492 
Washington | 160,00. 160.00|192.00 195.00 | ==. iy =e | 1.03," 699 
Oregon 147.00 * 145,00'178. OU citoae | otittecdwon tru |: BeOLL a. 95 
California... i 148.00. 152 ee 00 195.00.,  v=- e-e = 11,001, _ 91 
, o2. 00 | 78 | 


PERSONS EMPLOYED DURING. WEEK OF JUNE 19-25, 1949 U.S. 
a a a AR a nD 


June 1% May Soe oe Tne ey ; June 
GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS | Average | 23-29 , 20-26 | 22-28 | 19-25 
: L 19GA-+48 # 1 IAB Te “ho4s © | “19490 *) A949 
| Thouws. |” Thous.;.  Thous. Thous. | Thous « 
[nova ARM EMPLOYMENT # fat APNE te Sati par ES 7 
) United States f M2 5329) 0 | ERs 9G) 1 aC nS eo | 
exeenes an | Ae Lia Gl) MOBO ie are, ewe | 
I) Paci ae Ree SESH S. PICO 632 1b 2) 65h 4” B4Ziiy 596604 
l|FAMILY WORKERS #” ~~ IN MR BE RD lk) ea | SaPET HO 
|| “United States ei be S- 4g .o96 148" 9.83930 leg reggadah ogspgnt aie ieaage) 
| Mountain BUN Pa 20 Bagg ob 283 | SOL gh? Vomit en emeREBO 
| Pacific. | MAS 0h of wth 9408 2] taensgaaeh wage setae skh |W Bae 
HIRED WORKERS g° 7 7 Te cao ae Saab FUT ee mate cs Feaor The = 
| ~ United States & 3,081 2,493°4 Mana me eaeRLoo qeqagagE if 
|| Mountain ai! 178 » 129 LIQS | i | 
| Pacific | [teen gaze 289 | | | 


* Persons employed eran the ‘Lass PulT calender week vending at teast one day 
before the end of the month, 

# Includes farm operators doing one or more-hours of farm work and members of their 
families working 15 hours.or more during the survey week without cash wages, 

g Includes all persons doing one or more hours of farm work during ‘the survey week 
for pay. «.- | | 3 
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FARM EMPLOYMENT AND WAGE RATES - OCTOBER 1, 1949 


BOISE, IDAhO, October 22, 1949:- The rate paid Idaho farm laborers with board 

and room on October 1 was $148.00 compared with $155.00 for the same month last 
year. The rate per month without board with house was $176.00 compared with 
$194.00 October 1 of last year. The daily wage rate for farm laborers without 
room or board on October 1 was $7.80 compared with $8,30 the same month last year. 


The labor demand has increased considerably because of potato and sugar beet 
harvest. However, there was plenty of laborers available to fill all vacancies. 
In North Idaho farmers were busy seeding fall grains but plenty oF labor was 
available. In Southwest Idaho sugar beets were being harvested and apples were 
being picked at a slow rate on account of price, Labor was also plentiful in 
this section. 


UNITED STATES: Farm wages on October 1 continued their decline from last year 

at a slightly sharper rate than shown in previous quarters this 
year. The average of all wage rates, converted to an hourly basis, for the 
entire country was 59 cents this October compared to 62 cents a year ago, a de-= 
crease of 5 percent. 


The number of persons at work on farms totaled 12,913,000 for the week of Sept- 
ember 18-24, Farm employment was up ll percent from a month earlier. The 
number of family workers increased about as usual while hired employment was up 
slightly in contrast to the usual small decline. Family employment and hired 
employment were each less than in September a year aga. 


All types of farm wage rates for the United States on October 1 were less than 

a year earlier except per week without board or room. The decrease was largest 
for hourly rates without board and room, which are the time rates most commonly 
used for short-time seasonal jobs, except in the South. The wage rates of short 
time seasonal workers are usually the first affected by increases in the supply 
of people looking for farm work, 


The average of all wage rates decreased from last October in all regions except 
the West South Central. There was no change inthis region. The largest per- 
centage decrease, 11 percent, occurred inthe East South Central States, but 
declines ranged from 6 to 9 percent in all other regions except the South At- 
lantic where it was 4 percent. 


The seasonal increase in the overall average of all wage rates from July to Oct- 
ober was only about half as much as a year ago. In regions with customary sea- 

sonal increases, the increases were less than usval while in the areas in which 

wage rates drop from July to October there were larger than usual declines, The 
increase in the South Atlantic States was the same as a year ago.e 


The seasonal increase in the number of family workers employed on farms was 
largest in the South Central regions. Family employment in late September was 
about 50 percent larger than a month earlier. This is about the usual increase 
that comes with the peak of cotton picking. In the South Atlantic and Pacific 
regions, family employment increased slightly, about the usual amount in the 
South Atlantic anda little more than average in the Pacific, In other regions 
the number of family workers declined slightly as usual. In comparison with a 
year ago, family employment was about the same or down’ slightly for all regions, 


fhe increase over a month ago.in hired workers was due, largely to greater than 
usual seasonal increases:in the Sovth Central region, especially the East. South 
Central groupe. Hired employment in these regions. increased by a little more than 
a third, The number of hired workers increased seasonally by 15 percent in the 
East North ees States, The 5 percent increase in the Pacific States differed 
from the usual “no change." Hired farm employment was up from last year in the 
New England, East North Central, East Sotith Central and’Motntain Pc but 

not enough to Caius declings im aps Arease PS i 9 


Rains delayed farm-work on ess ae Baked hindae heii of. Peni 18- 24 in the 
Northeast, Middle Atlantic, the far Southeast, and along the Gulf Coast. The 
bri ts one moisture, however, was needed-in most of theasta nen oe Elsewhere 
generally fair weather, with warm days, cool nights, much sunshine, and low re- 
lative humidity, favored the maturity of most crops and was ideal for.outside- 
work, The chief complaint was the need of additional moisture to aid in prepa- 
ration of the soil and to favor seeding and germination of small grains. 


In the East and Northeast late fruit and truck crop harvests continued. The 
soybean harvest was under way in most areas. Sugar beet lifting had: begun ina 
few areas, and was about ready to start in other productug areas. Many farmers 
were busy Prone SAME land and seeding it to fall Satie or Henrie $a 


£ 


FA RM EMPLOYMENT JANUA RY THROUGH SEPTEMBER, 1949 WITH COMPA RISONS* 
a <2 SS 


GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS 1944-48 


| TOTAL FARM EMPLOYMENT 


United States | 11,046 | 11,064 | 11,080 . 10,732 | 
Mountain | 399. oo 305 wal geo 394 387 || 
Pacific gid 585 583.) leir 0596 597 876 || 

| TOTAL FAMILY WORKERS#: sith | 
| United States | 8,659 | 8,730 8,735 3,585 8, 279 |! 
Mountain 2hhct bei 276 | 280 ra he 265 | 
Pacific Suet. | Bl dowete re aw LB 315 300 | 

J TOTAL HIRED WORKERS | ay i : | 
“United Staves | 2,287 newbie 22504) lee end LG | 2,495 2,453 || 
Mountain | ancl gl eS die | 107 ale Lo} 124 |! 
Pacific | Ey ‘260ml owe Zod an MER OEE 276 |i 
eae ————————————————————— 


*Persons “empl: yea. during She. “st “full calendar week ending at least one day 
before the end ‘of thé months #Includes farm operators doing one or more hours 
of farm work and members of te he families ela 15 hours or more during the 
survey week without cash wages. 


FARM WAGES, SELECTED STATES, OCTOBER 1, 1948 AND OCTOBER 1, 1949 


er Month er Mon “Periay "= | Per oour | 
With Board _ With House_ Without Board | Without Board 
“19 “1948 - 1948 |. 1949 1948 [1949 
3 a-r is 
Montana 152.00} 136.00 | 174600 ee wey 30], 6.90 1,00 095 
IDAHO 155.00] 148,00 | 194,00] 176,00 | 8.30. 7.80 097 094 
Wyoming 127.00] 125.00 £67,500 (165.00) 10791021. 6550 096 092 
Colorado 1125.00} .110,00-{ 163.00].151.00:). 7480,| 6.70 0 84 Perse 
New Mexico 99,00} 104,00 | 124.00] .124.00| 5.80; 5.50 ane e70 
Arizona 130.00} 130.00 |.175.00}] 170.00 | 6.101! 5,80 076 69 
Utah 146.00} 130,00 | 176.00-'150.00} 7.00] 6.70 290 087 
Nevada 133.00| 125.00 | 170.00.) 160.00 | 6.70 | 6,80 290 090 
Washington * ~| 164.001 155.00 |193.00/ 191.00 | ~-= 7 ==" 7|7 “1307 557 
Oregon * 1153.00] 145.00 | 185,00} 180,00 -- |. -- Lele 298 
California * |150.001/*‘147.00 | 142,00]. 194.00 -- -- 600 091 
UNITED STATES |T04,00] 99,00 | 126.00] 122.00 _ 4.95] 4.80 |) fl, e609 


xCertain wage rates are not estimated for some States because of wm wnimportance. 
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FARM EMPLOYMENT AND WAGE RATES - JANUARY 1, 1950 --" 


BOISE, IDAHO, January 16, 1950: The farm wage rate in Idaho on January 1, with 
board and room was $127.00 per monthe ‘This was $13.00 below January 1, last year. 
The average wages paid per day without board or room was “$6.80 compared with $7.50 
on January 1 a year agoe 


UNITED STATES: Farmers were paying workers an average of 58e7 cents per hour in 

cash wages on January 1, a decrease of 1.4 cents froma year ear~ 
lies. The number of hired workers on farms in the week of December 18-24 was 
slightly less than last year, A small increase in family employment, however, 
“Kept total farm employment at 7,150,000, about the same as a year earliere 


The index of farm wage rates (seasonally adjusted) was 429 on January 1. This was 
between 2.and 3 percént less than a year earlier. The index, however, was up 
nearly ¢ percent from October and at about the same point as on April 1 and July 

l of last yeare The index for October 1 was down sisiguias of the somewhat less 
than usual seasonal increase ain wage LOCOS» 


Individual ‘rates paid to hired farin workers were consistently lower on January l, 
1950, than a Car agoe They were also lower than 5 months earlier except for 
hourly rates: without board or rooms On October 1, hourly rates without board or 
room are heavily weighted by the South where wage rates are generally the lowest, 
_ while in January the Pacific region, where wages are AAEM ae has a heavy weights 


Average hourly cash WALES paid to hired farm workers. were 1.6‘ cents higher on 
_danuary 1 than on October 1. The hourly average composite is an approximation 
of average hourly cash earnings of hired farm workers. Hach wage rate is con-= 
verted to an hourly equivalent cash rate on the basis of number of workers re= 
ceiving it. Since workers employed at monthly and weekly rates usually put in 
, fewer hours work per month or week in January than in October, their hourly equi- 
valent pay is wees This: raises the hourly composite even though wage rates 
‘ decline. me - ae ie . 


* 


. 


Average Lie meen earning é on eines 4) ranged from 90 cents in the Pacific 
*: Region to 41 cents. in the East South Central States. Hourly carnings were also 
under 50 cents in the South Atlantic States. In the Mountain, New England and 
West North Central States earnings were more than 60 cents per houre 


* Average total farm employment for the 12 month period, January through December, 
was down 3 percent from the 1948 level. The West Central States area, off 4 per-= 
cnet, had the greatest decreasee In contrast total employment in New Bhgland re- 
mained practically unchanged, Family and hired employment for the entire country 
each showed about the same percentage drope The New England, Middl¢ Atlantic, 
East North Central and Mountain regions had small increases in the average number 
of hired workerse But the West South Central area showed a decline of 8 percent 
in the average number of hired workorse 


The number of family workers was down in all regions and the decline followed about 


the usual seasonal pattern with the Pacific States showing the greatest departure 
from the average decline. 


(Over) 


FARM EMPLOYMENT & WAGE RATES “ae 


PERSONS EMPLOYED DURING WEEK OF DECEMBER 18-24, 1 1949 


December November December November December 
GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS Averago 21-27 19=25 20=26 18<24 
1944-48*| 1948 1948 1949 1949 
: Th od S-avnid s 
TOTAL FARM EMPLOYMENT RENAN REI NIE eI GIR po aaa 
: United States * 7,397 9,047 7,155 9,003 7,150 
Mountain 276 SOL! ai ‘264 518 272 
Pacific 412 : 486 598 4.83 Oe ee el 
TOTAL FAMILY WORKERS # gO 
Waited states * 0 6,197 
Mountain oe 
Facific nh ¥ eqh eRe 
OTAL HIRED WORKERS ¢ 
United States 953 
Mountain 61 
140 


f Paeifi¢e 
* Sree oer during the last full calendar week « ending “at least ono day be= 
foro the ond of the month. # Includes farm operators doing one or more hours of 
farm work and mombers of their familics working 15 hours or more during the survey 
weck without cash wagese p Includes all persons doing one or more hours of farm 


work during the survey week for pay. 


FARM WAGE RATES BY STATES JANUARY 1, 1949 & JANUARY 1, 1950* 


"PER DAY PER HOUR | 


With Board 


PER MONTH 


With House 


Without Board | Without Board | 


STATE | 
and Room or Room - or Room 
| “19501945 1949 | 1950 | 1949 F1g507 | 
H | Dov lid gy he ie 
} Montana 125.00 120.00 158.00" 149,00 176.800" 6.00 (> 490 “Rega 
f IDAHO (140.00 127.00 171500, 169,005) 7560) we6e6O 92 288 
} Wyoming t20600' fF T2200 16.00 |, 165.00 rl womeOun iaaou «90 witite 20 
Colorado 114.00 | 104.00 151.00 | 144.00 | 6.40 | 6.00 80 o77 
| Now Mexico 93.00 | 101.00 121400 |: 120200 11.54a0 1m) pGe20 064 264 | 
F Arizona 130.00 | 125,00 174000 | 167.00 Li 6slOus obeSO 074 e74 ff 
j, Utah 135.00 | 182,00 165.00 | 160.00 | 6.60 .)..6e20 290 87 | 
| Nevada 130.00 | 120.00 160.00 | 159.00 | 6.60 | 6.80 °90 °90 | 
Washington 145.00 | 137.00 185.00 | 171.00 | 8.30 | 7.90 1.04 | 1.03 | 
Oregon 140600 | 127.00 175.00 | 163400 | 7.90, |. 7.30 095 095 | 
California 150.00 | 145,00 194.00 | 194.00 | 8.10 | 6.90 094 | 90 
NITED STATES] 102.00 [ 96.00 | Te2.00_ |" 178.00 | 4.65 [4.30 | 677 | 75 | 


*« Certain wage rates are not estimated because they are relatively y unimportante 
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BOISE, IDAHO, April 17, 1950: “The wage Wee te paid Tdaho fay laborers with board 
and room on April 1 was $1238.00 compared with $145.00 for the same month last 
‘yeare The rate per month with house was’ $166.00 compared with $175.00 Atoya ly el 
last veers The- daily wage rate without board or room vas’ $7.40 compared with the 
April 1, 1949 average of $7250. The hourly rate was 89 cents this year compared 
with 91 cents a year Ago. ) eT EIE wes i 4 


UNITED STATES:.. Wage rates paid to hired farm workers on April 1 were about the 

“.game as a year afoe There wis also very little change from-Jan-= 
uary 1, after adjustment for seasonal movements. The seasonally adjusted wage: 
rate index was 427 this es 450 a ged earlier and 429 on pints 1, 1950 
(1910-14 = 100), ° 


¢ 


Farm, employment Mi 23 the week of March 19-25, was ba dy under a year earlier, 
although up seasonally from Februarye The number of persons at work on farms was 
9,574,000 this year and 9,444,000 for the same week @ year agoe The decrease was 
about equally divided between hired workers and operators and members of their 
families. 


lez) 


All types of wage rates for hired farm workers for the country as a whole were down 
Slightly from a year agoe The weighted average of these: rates on an hourly equiva= 
lent basis was 47.4 cents per houre This is 0«3 cents less than last yeare Pro~ 
‘portionately, this change is not as large as for most individual rates, but it is 
accounted for by somewhat larger proportions of hired workers in high: wage regions 
this. year than a. year agoe The slight decline from a.year earlier is considerably 
smaller than in January of this year when the composite hourly wage rate dropped 
1e4 cents from January 1949. The; much smaller decline in April is probably due to 
the’ sharp drop in ‘the April’‘1949 rates from the previous quatter in that year. 

This drop was probably partly due to the February 1949 break in prices received by 
farmerse 


By regions, the various types of wage rates were dowm' from a year ago in most 
casese Ina few instances there was no change but per day without board and room 
rates in the West South Central States and per Par a ER Oe board or room rates 

in the Hast South Centra? States were slightly higher than:a-yearvagoe’ In both - 
these areas last vear the rates- mentioned dropped from January te eerst while this 
year they held about skeadye 


. Average wage rates. for rhS. pe ieehen O68 2. win wore ant (SN EE: nae on April 1 than 
on January le Weekly rates..were the only exception. The hourly composite rate 
dropped sharply, as usuale This devrease is accounted for by the fact that hired 

farm workers on April 1 gener ares work more hours hd month's per week, and per day 
than on gonna y A 


Rates, chee reer for Peteepaineh workers , monthly, and weekly rates, were higher 
on April 1 than on January 1 for most regions. ‘This-is. the usual pattern, since 
demand for these workers. picks up. in March.and April. when field work begins. The 
monthly rates though higher in moet: regions on April. 1’ than on January 1, were 
lower for: the country asa ies ae because of the Ph a Py camebs one of workers. in 
the South in pHa . 


FARM EMPLOYMENT & WAGE RATES a Dia 


Frequent rains, snow, and wet soils delayed farm work over the northern and east= 
ern half of the country and to a lesser degree in other arease Droughty condi- 
tions through Colorado, Kansas, Oklahoma, New Mexico, and Western Texas also de= 
layed field worke Heavy snows in the Northwest caused extra hauling of feed and 
care of livestocks Field work wis impracticable except in the far Southwest, 


southern portions of the West North Central States, and parts of the South Atlantic 
States.» 


Chores and the feeding and care of livostock were still the principal farm activi- 
ties in the northern part of the country. The maple syrup harvest had commenced 
in the Northeast. Owing to the cold, stormy weather, farmers and ranchers in the 
North Central and Mountain States were busier than usual caring for tho spring 
pig, calf, and lamb crops, Spring field work in the northern part of the country 
was possibly from one to two weeks behind schedule. Preparation of land for corn 
planting was fairly active in the eastern portion of the Great Plains as far north: - 
as Kansase 


PARM EMPLOYMENT : ANUARY THROUGH MARCH 1950, WITH COMPARISONS * 


———— pene srenore Re Ne ee NE A eT ES me en 


r GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS | 1945-49 1947 | 1948 1949 “1950 | 


{TOTAL FARM EMPLOYMENT Dlniowh e) apavtl ye | 
United States | 8,658 8,805 8,747 8,405 8,335 | 
Mountain 288. 292 289 277 276 | 

| Pacific 4,23 43.8 430 397 399 | 

} TOTAL FAMILY WORKERS. # ie : 

| United States 79293 7,420 7,353 7,050 6,993 | 

Mountain 2904 240 ro ie 224 220 

1 §6Pacific 283 ao 281 265 265 

ari HIRED WORZERS g 7 

| United States 1,365 1,385 1,394 1,355 1,342 

i «Mountain 54 52 52 53 53 | 

| Pacific 140 147 149 132 134 | 


* Persons “employed during the e last full calenda r week ending at least ano day aa 
fore the end of the month. # Includes farm operators doing one or more hours of 
farm work and members of their families working 15 hours or more during tho sure 
vey week without cash wagose Includes all persons doing one or more gure of 
farm work during the survey week for paye 


FARM WA WAGES , SELECTED STATUS, APRIL 1, Ls 1929 AND APRIL 1, 1950 __ 


Per “Honk ba’ Per Day th 1 
STATE With Board With Without Without 
ig and Room House Board & Room | Board & Room 


» a 04 Sine 1950 1949 1950 1949 1950 1949 {| 1950 
Dio Lal dared 


| Montana 140,00 132.00 170.00 161.00 6480, 6-40 -93 6 88 F 
| IDAHO 145,00 188,00 175.00 166.00 Te5O CikedOne geetdaw we hert 
| Wyoming 125.00 | 115.00 | 160.00 | 160.00 | 64.30 | 6,40 096 | 289] 
| Colorado 112.00 | 109.00 | 150.00 | 149.00 6.30 | 630 080 | 675] 
| Now Mexico 96.00 | 9600 | 114,00 | 116.00 5410 | 5-10 064 | 263] 
130.00 | 130.00 | 175.00 | 170.00 6620 | 5-70 o71 | 265] 

140.00 | 130.00 | 170.00 }.165.00 6.30 | 6-30 086 | 86 
134.00 | 120.00 | 162.00 | 156,00 6-50 | 6.60 | 88 | .90} 
157500 | 148.00 [ 189.00) 7178.00 (|7 “-2. |" == 1,04 | 297] 
140.00 | 136,00 | 175.00 | 173.00 -- -- 95-de 093 | 
150.00 | 145.00 | 195.00 | 190,00 -- | -- | .92 | 88] 
NITED STATES |~ 97.00 [ 92.00 [ 116.00 | 113,00 | 4.25 | 4.15 e7l | 470} 


* Certain wage ratos aro “not estimated for somo states because ‘they are rolativoly 
unimportante 


tower than a yoar.earlier in all regions except in the South Atlant 
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FARM EMPLOYMENT AND WAGE RATES ~ JULY 1, 1950 


BOISE, IDAHO, July 20, 1950: The Idaho average farm wage rate of $145.00 per 
month (with board and room) was one dollar lower than a year &£06s Wages per month: 
with house were $167.00, eight dollars below a year agoe The rate per day without 
board and room was $7.50, or forty cents below a year agoe The straight hourly 
rate, without board or room, was 91 cents, five cents below a year agoe 


UNITED STATES: Rates of pay for hired farm workers on July 1 averaged about the 


same as a year earlier. The seasonally adjusted index of farm 
wage rates (1910-14 = 100) was 429, the same as a year earlier and up 2 index 
points from April te . i 


Farm employment is’ estimated at 11,692,000 for the week of June 18824, which is 

4 percent below a year earliers Both family and hired employmant were down from 
@ year agoe Family employment was down seasonally from May while hired employment 
was up 31 percent, aslightly more than seasonal risee 6 


The average of all farm wages for the country as a whole on an equivalent hourly 
basis was 56 cents on July 1» This is the same as a year agoe Individual types 
of wage rates, however, were all dovn slightly. The hourly composite remained the 


.. Same because of shifts between regions of the number of hired workers which are 
used as weights and because of roundings The hourly composite rate for July 1 was 


up 9 cents from April 1 of: this year’ about the usual changee Farm wage rates 
ordinarily increase from April 1 to July 1 as need for hired labor increases... In 
addition, the proportion of workers paid the higher daily and hourly rates also 
increases as more seasonal labor is used. 


1 ' 


A few changes from April 1 to July 1 in individual types of wage rates appear in- 
consistent with the general pattern but are not unusuale Wage rates per day with 
board increased a dollar because of an increase in the proportion of workers paid 
on this basis in the West North Central States and a sharp decrease in the South. 
The large increase,in hourly rates with house is also due to a difference in the 
pattern of employment. In April, a-large proportion of the workers receiving 

this type of rate are in the South, but by July the rate becomes important in the 


high wage area of the Pacific Coast. , By regions, the changes in wage rates from 


last year and from the previous quarter generally had the same movement as the 

United States averages. Individual types of wage rates were tho same or slightly 
ic States where 

rates por hour without board or room were generally highers 3 : 


East of the Rocky Mountains crops made good growth. In the Middle West, adequate 
to- excessive rainfall interrupted harvesting and cultivation, Frequent rains in 
‘much of the Northwest slowed some ficld operationse Showors during the middle of 
the weck over the main Cotton Belt retarded cultivation and were favorable to 
boll weevils. 


. Harvest of hay and cultivating and thinning sugar bects ware important activities 


on many farms.and ranches in the Mountain States. The berry and cherry harvests 
and lottuce cutting and apple thinning were under way in Idahoe Melons were be- 
ing harvested in Arizona. lLambing was nearly complete in Utah, 


(Over) 
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FARM WAGE RATES BY STATES JULY 1, 1949 AND JULY 1, 1950 


PER MONTH PER MONTH |. PRR DAY: 
STATE | With Without Room Without Room 

and Room House or Board or Board 
“1949 1950 1949 | 1950 | 1949 | 1950 1949 “J 1950 | 

| ve PTD) o E Dat wom sk 

Montana ° 145,00 i40200'" QTOS00 ™b7s00 "7 U0 ee eho 097 290 
IDAHO 446,00 | 145,00 | 175400 | 167.00: |-7.90 7250 296 91 
Wyoming » W1130.00 2118400 1°170.00 165,00 7700 620 2O7 88 
Colorado: - 112.00 | 110,00 | 154.00 | 150.00-| 6.50 Bee ate ane ~76 
New Mexico 107-200 90,00 | 126.00: } 115.00 | 5.20: | 5.00 058 057 
Arizona 130.00 | 130.00 | 175.00 | 170,00 | 6.00 550 ~69 265 
Utah 135.00 | 140.00 | 150,00 | 160.00 | 6.50 6-80 eo #4 OFA 
Nevada . - 125,00 | 124.00 | 160.00 | 150,00 | 6.75 7.00 692 290 
Washington 160.00 | 154.00 | 195.00 | 183.00 a ee 299 094 
Oregon 145.00 | 145,00 | 175.00 | 175,00 -- 095 95 | 
California _ | 152.00 | 450,00 | 195.00 | 187.00 | _-- | --  j sat_ | _.89 
| UNITED STATES | 102.00 98.00 | 130.00 | "126.00 | 4.45 4640 AoE 7a 


PERSONS: EMPLOYED DURING WEEK OF JUNE’ 18-24, 1950 


; dune June 
GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS Average 18=24, 
1945 =49% 1950 
T nVoOsR BP asne das 
TOTAL FARM EMPLOYMENT : Ge TL, “ae. EO AAP aoa Ant 
United States 12,414 11,936 © 12,140 Li,se5 1ig692 
Mountain 488 . 429 478 417 480 
Pacific . 665 642 660 616 631 
FAMILY WORKERS: # , 3 
United States 9,319 9,387 8,909 9,149 8,586 
Mountain “i WBSOG AaB ORM 290 Bog ae 293 
Pacific 536 330° 324 328 igre cite: 
United States 3,095 2,549 Soest lap ieioae 3,108 
Mountain 182 Leo - 8Lea 130 187 
Pacific 329 312 “@OO | 2 288 $13 


* Persons employed during the last full calendar week cnding at least one day be= 
fore the end of the monthe 

# Includes farm operators doing one or more hours of farm work and members of their 
families working 15 hours or more during the survey week without cash wagos. 
Includes all persons doing one or more hours of farm work during the survey week 
for paye ; 
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~ FARM EMPLOYNENT-AND WAGE RATES OCTOBER. 1, +1950 
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BOISE, IDAHO, October 1 , 1950:- The rate paid Idaho farm laborers with board 
and room on October 1, was $155.00, compared with $148.00 for the same month 
last year, The rate per month with house was 4180.00 compared with %176,00 on 
October 1 of last year. The daily wage rate for farm laborers without board or 
room was $8.50 compared with #7,80 last year. Hourly wages at 94 cents per hour, 
without board or room, did not change. ; 


The labor demand was quite heavy over the state, Fall grains were being seeded 
in the north, but labor demand there was mostly from industry. In the southwest, 
harvest of many crops; potatoes, onions, sweet corn seed, beans, lettuce, hops, 
fruit, and some sugar beets caused a heavy demand and some shortage, while in 

the east the main sugar beet and potato harvest was getting underway with local 
and imported help adequately meeting the siturtion. 

UNITED STATES¥~ Wage rates for hired farm workers averaged 59 cents per hour” 

j ‘about the first of October, 2-cents higher than a year earlier.” 
There were about a million fewer persons working on farms during the week of 
September 17-23, than a year ago. Nuinbérs of family and hired workers decreased 
at about the same rate, These decreases were largely owing to reduced labor 
requirements for harvesting the small cotton crop. Changes in timing of some 
crop. operations, and in weather, were also factors, 


The index of farm wage rates was 4247 percent of its 1910-14 base abovt October 

1, compared to 414 percent a year earlier, All types of wage rates were slightly 
higher than a year ago. Increases amounted to $3,00 for monthly rates, 10 to 

20 cents for daily rates, and 2 cents for hourly ratuse Increases were slightly 
larger than the national averare in the Middle Atlantic, Norvh Coitral & wountain 
Regions, while in the West South Central Region there was little chango from last 
youts : 

The average of o11 wage fates”increased seasonally from July 1 to October 1, © 
Consequently, there was practically no change jn the seasonally adjusted index. 
of farm wage rates during the past quarter, Individual types of wage rates 
generally showed the usual movements. Hourly rates wivh ncuse moved upward 

owing to the increase in number of workers ompityuc hs “ris rete in the high 

waze areas, On the other hond, hourly rates withcus towrd or room dropped because 
of the usvalinerease in the: number employed in the South at this time of year. 


For the country as a whole, hourly wage rates without board or room averaged 

G66 conte per hour.. Hourly rates were highest in. North Dakota and Montana-where 
delayed harvest operations led to unusually heavy demand for labor and in Washe 
ington' and Oregon, the States in which wage rates are usually highest. The 
average in these 4 States was $1.00 per hour for workers paid hourly rates, The 
lowest hourly rates were in the South where hired farm workers were paid from 
40 cents per hour in South Carolina to 43 and 44 cents per hour in Mississippi 
and Alabamae ‘Hourly rates were also less than 50 cents in Georgia, Tennessee, 
Arkansas, and’ Louisians, 


The number of’ persons at work on farms during the week of September 17-23 con- 


- tinued thé retent downward trend, In all regions there were fewer persons em- 


ployed’ on: farms, with the largest decroases occurring in the South, Central, and 
Pacific States. .For family workers the largest decroases were in the South. 


(Over) 
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FARM EMPLOYVENT AND WAGE RATES “Ze 


Decreases in numbers of hired workers were largest in the East North Central, 
South Central and Pacific Regions, The reduction in number of farm workers in 
the South was largely due to a much smaller cotton crop which has reduced the 
need for cotton pickers and also to rainly weather in parts of Texas, In the 
Pacific Region, the number of hired farm workers wos less, partly because of 
timing in crop operations, Grape harvest reached a peak somewhat earlier than 
ustal while harvest of cotton, tomatoes for canning, beans, and rice was starting 
later than a year agoe 


The small grain harvest season was late in many of the Mountain States and 
‘threshing and combining continued to be a major activity in Montana and in the 
higher areas of Wyoming and Idaho. The potato and sugar beet harvests were 
getting well under way in Colorado, and were starting in Wyoming, Idaho, and 
Montanae Winter wheat seeding was about complete in New Mexico and was active 
in the other winter wheat States. Dry bean harvest and threshing was widespread. 
In Arizona and New Mexico cotton picking was in full swing. Arizona truck crop 
farmers were busy preparing land, planting, and cultivating fall vegetables. 


U.S FARM EuPLOYMENT, 
AVERAGE NUMER OF 


JANUARY THROUGH SEPTEMPER, 1950 WITH COMPARISONS* 
SS —OE ES OUEST —l—EEEEESS_—_—_—E™eE eee 
PERSONS EMPLOY..D Pan MONTH 


1 «GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION |. 1945<49 rer" yoae! Py gde" P1960 | 
) TOTAL FARM EMPLOYMENT ito fie a no. ] 
United States 11 (S007?) “OUP SO7 fil eee” 7 ul ee6 ee ees 
Mountain nae 422 | 432 | 429 | 41s | 408] 
Pacific. 3 | 587 | 596 | = 597 | 576 | 556! 
TOTAL FAMILY WORKERS# : | : | | 
“Tn eeaueeR ents es eon PL 8,805 | 8,481 | 8,2264 
Mountain | 293 | 302 205 UP 280 276 | 
Pacific : 313 315 318 | 300 295 | 
TOTAL HIRED WORKERS | i 
“United states 2,520 C6507 a4 ue oes | 2,585 Z 5862 | 
Mountain : 129 130 | ere: 15368 | 1 8ee 
| Pacific 274 281 eR 2. a 296. | eens 


*Persons employed during the last full calendar week ending at least one day be- 
fore the end of the months jIncludes farm operators doing one or more hours of 
farm work and members of their families working 15 hours or more during the survey 
week without cash wages. 


Balti WAGES, SELECTED STATES, OCTOBER 1, 1949 AND OCTOBER 1, 1950 


io ee] Poe Lonbh "|" Per Resth | Per Day Per Hour 
STATE j—— ith Board 4 pee coe eee ithout Board | Without Board 
1949 | 1950 { 1940 | 1960 | 19497) 1950 1949 {| 1950 
me D-o 1 loa res } 
Montana 148.00 1166.00, 174,00} 6.90 | 8.50. 095 | 1,00 
IDAKO 155,00 {176,00} 180,00] 7,80} 8.50 094 | ,94 
Wyoming 115,00 }165,001 165,001 6.50 | 6.80 92] .99 
Colorado 123.00 |151,00] 160.00] 6,70 | 6.90 +79 81 
New Mexico 96,00 |124,00] 118,00! 5,50 | 5.50 $70 Pn, 70 
Arizona 130,00 |170,00] 170,00} 5.80 | 6,00 g69ch of%0 
Utah 145,00 |150,00| 165,00] 6.70 | 6,80 <7 4) aoe 
Nevada 135.00 1160.00} 160,00 5280 | 7.00 290 | ,95 
Tshington ¥ ~ T59 6507] Tol.001. 19%. 001 Toenael Gareiahell BARR ONT Ea 
Oregon x 148,00 ; 180,00] 176,00] -- | “- eBlt QO 
California * 152,00 {194.00} 194,00] -- | <= 92 9% 
UNITED STATES — 102,00 |120,00] 125,00] "4.75 | 7.95 | 764 | 66 


ertain wage 


rates are 


not estimated for some 


tates because of unimportance. 
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BOISE, IDAHO, July 17, 1961:~-. Im Idaho the average farm wage rate of 168.00 Per 
month (with board & room) was “23.00 per month higher tha “Re,/ 
Wages with house: were $199.00 per month this year compare 
Wages on per day basis were up from $7.50 last year to $8.40 per day in 1951. 
Wage rates per hour without board were $1201 or 10 cents above.last yeare 

Cee ue 

UNITED STATES: age rates paid hired farm workers on July 1 were/12 percent from a 
year agoe Farm Wage rates which rose in the two preceding quarters, held about the 
same on a seasonally adjusted basis from April 1 to July le 


There were 360,000 fewer persons at work on farms the, week of June 17-23 than a 
year earlier, a decrease of 3 percent. The number of family workers was down 4 
percent, and hired workers 1 percent. ‘People at work on farms totalled 11,334,000 
compared with the 1945-49 average. of 12,414,000. ; fal 


The index of farm wage rates, adjusted for seasonal variation, was 475 on July 1 
Compared with 425 a year agoe All the snerease from last year has come since 
October 1950, about half of it between October 1 and January 1 and the remainder 
from January 1 to April 1. . | . 


Individual types of rates increased about equally from a year afo,except the monthly 
rates and rates per week with board and rooms | These rates, generally used for 
workers hired for year-round work, advanced more than other types. 


Increases from a year ago in farm wage rates varied by regions from 1] to Poupor = 
cent, as measured by the average of all types of rates. The largest increases 
occurred in the New England, East North Central and West South Central States and 
the smallest in the West North Central and the Pacific Statese.. . 


Heavy rains covering most of Kansas and Missouri during the survey week interrupted 
and delayed most field work in these areas. Wheat harvest in Kansas has proceeded 
very slowly. Continued wet weather has broken the orderly progress of harvest from 
south to north. The crop will be«ready for harvest in most parts of the State at 
about the same time, which will place 4 heavy. load on the ‘supply of machines and 
labor availablee An area from the northeast corner of Nebraska to Lake Superior 
including most of Minnesota and northern Wisconsin also had heavy rains during the 
week of the surveys Tho remaining parts of the North Central Region ard parts of 
the Northeast also had heavy.showers which interrupted field work at times. 
Rainfall was light in most of the South and West except in parts of Alabama, Florida, 
Tennessee, and Montanae 


Farm work generally made good progress in most parts of the countrye Most crops 
were planted and cultivation was under waye Small grain harvest was proceeding 
well in Texas and southern Oklahoma and had reached Virginia and Kentucky, with 
some barley being harvested in Pennsylvaniae Corn cultivation and hay making in 
the North Central and Northeastern States were going slowly because of frequent 
rainSe 


Cotton chopping was slowed by rains in Missouri, Arkansas, and parts of Tennesseee 
Fields were becoming grassy and dry weather was needed here and in north-central 
and northeastern parts of Texas to control weedse In most other areas, cultivation 
of cotton was proceeding satisfactorily. 


-over= 


FARM EMPLOYMENT AND WAGE RATES 


FARM WAGE RATES BY STATES JULY 1, 1950 AND JULY 1, 1951 


a PER MONTH 
| With Board 


STATE and gooeR: 
DE TE pe och es oR 950 Ber 


Montana ' 140,00 
IDAHO i 145.00 
iyoming . | 118.00 
Colorado ‘ | 110.00 
New Mexico ' 90.00 
rizona | 130.00 
tah |! 140.00 
Nevada | 24.06" 
(lashington | 154.00 
Oregon | 145.00 
California | 150.00 


NITED STATES 56.00 | 115.00 | 164,00 | 146,00 | 4.40 1 4,95 | .75 | 080 


PERSONS EMPLOYED DURING WEEK OF JUNE 17-23, 1951 


June | May | Juno May | ano! 
EQGRAPHIC Hi¥ISHoijs | average | 2)=27 | 16-24 20-26 | 77-23) 


|_ 1945-49 _* 1950 ' 195C 
TLADOSUSssresniass 
TOTAL FARM EMPLOYMENT: 


! 
| | | 
United States 125414... 4Lp526 2.0 17215692 | 11,010 11,334 
Mountain ass | 417, bh) Vago | 421 459 
Pacific Odean ie eps hORed 616 | 3681 589 wi n8B2 
AMILY WORKERS: x - Che ie on own wah et | Dead aap 
United States : 9,319 | 9,149 | 8,586 | 8,747 8,274 
Mountain 306 | 287 293 281 278 
EE Oeil ca Mayas Aenea: ioe _ 818 _|__ 320 _ _}_ 304) 
TRED WORKERS: ¢ : | | 
United States : 3,095 | 2,376 3,106 | 2,263 3,060 
Mountain | 182 -| 130 187 140 wetle seed 
Pacific | 329 | 288 213 ed!  «A@AGe ot) amueed 


* Persons employed during the last full calendar week ending at least one day be- 
for the end of the month. 

+t Includes farm operators doing one or more hours of farm work and mombers of their 
families working 15 hours or more during the survey week without cash wagese 

g Includes all persons doing one or more hours of farm work during the survey week 
for paye 
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FARM EMPLOYMENT AND WAGE RATES - JANUARY 1, 1952 
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IDAHO: The farm wage rate in Idaho on January 1 was $165.00 per month with board 

and roomy compared with $146.00 per month a year ago and $165.00, which was 
the annual average rate for 1951. According to the USDA CROP REPORTING SERVICE 
for Idaho the average wages paid per day without board or room was $8.50 this year 
compared with $7.60 a year ago on January 1. The annual averace rate for 1951 was 
38.40. 


UNITED STATES: A total of 6,524,000 people were working on farms during the week of 
December 23- =29, as farm work reached its seasonal low point. This 

is 4 percent below the comparable week in 1950 and is the lowest estinate of records 

There were 4 percent fewer family workers than a year ago while hired workers num- 

bered 6 percent less than 1950. Total Employment dropped a fourth from the pre= 

ceding month. 


Farm wage rates increased 5 percent from October 1 to January 1, after holding about 
steady since April. The seasonally AG ISLES wage rate index on January 1 was 498, 
up ll percent from a year earlier. 


Farm ware rates varied from about steady to 9 percent above 3 months earlier by 
regions, when measured by the seasonally adjusted index, The largest increase 
occurred in the West South Central States. Increases ranged from 3 to 5 percent 
in the North Central, Mountain, and Pacific States. In comparison with a year ago, 
farm wage rates were up in all regions with the smallest increase of 7 percent in 
the Pacific States. The South Atlantic States reported the greatest rise in wage 
rates, 12 percent. 


Individual types of farm wage rates were all higher than a year earlier for the 
country as a whole. Increases were fairly vwniform, with hourly rates without board 
and room showing the smallest increase. lovever, changes from October 1 in ind- 
ividual kinds of rates varied considerably becavse of seasonal factors. lionthly 
and daily rates with house and hourly rates without board and room were upe The 
hourly rate was up sharply because of the greater extent to which the rate was used 
in the higher rate areas, especially the Pacific States, Other types of rates were 
about the same as on October 1 or slightly less, eicept for hourly rates with house. 
Hourly rates with house usually average lower in January than in October because 
larger vroportions of workers are paid at this rate in the lower wage rate areas in 
Januarye 


Hired farm workers were averaging about 69 cents per hour in cash wages on January 1 
as indicated by the composite rate per hour, This rate is the average of all types 
of rates converted to hourly equivalents weighted by the estimated number of workers 
employed at each rate. The average cash earnings per hour in January were about 6 
cents higher than a year agoe They were up 3 cents from October 1 but this change 
is not as significant as the change from a year earlier. ‘The average hourly compo- 
site . for the entire country by quarters is affected by a number of svasonal 
factors such as the proportion of hired wrkers employed in various regions, the 
proportion of workers employed at the different types of rates and the average time 
worked per dave 


Wage rates for individual States vary widely. The per hour without board and room 
rate which is reported for all States ranged from 48 cents to $1.13 per hour, 
South Carolina and Alabama were the only States where these rates averaged less 
than 50 cents per hour. The hourly rate averaged $1.00 or more in 12 States, 
most of them in the West. Per month rates with house averaged 4200 or more in the 
3 Pacific States and in Idaho. They were under $130 in only 3 States, 


For 1951 as a whole, farm wage rates were up 11 percent from 1950. Monthly rates 
with house averaged $137 for the year, day rates without board and room averaged 
$5200, per hour rates without board and room averaged 77 cents, and average hourly 
earnings 62.5 cents (the average of all types of rates), 


(Over) 


FARM EM°LOYMENT & ‘WAGE. RATES “2= 


_PERSONS EivPLOYED DURING WEEK 0) OF DECEMBER 25-29, Losi 


ep eee 


“December hovejber ‘Secoer “Tovember “December I 
‘ c | 
i| 


iGHOGRAPHIC DIVISION Average! 19-25 | 4-30 | 18-24 | 23-29 
; | in i, Hl945-49 L950 std CFO pe sen yh BBM. 1951 | 
we | os Tul SOF Ubses Gane), 16 eee 


{ 
irom FARM EMPLOYMENT : ! ‘Cat err or | | 
United States. gig) Cle, 355 AGEs ae: Man Gee 19 8,878 6,524 
i Mountain f 275 | 326 " 260 | 327 258 | 
fe Paciiigecs -. & if 411 | * 446 - 378 | 452 oie | 
TOTAD FAMILY WORKERS + ~ SER hE ee Ge Oe ae 6 = [ore : 
United States ser eS TO | Teer b SyBOT pe weele: ln Oren 
(| Mountain 205 2g 214 | 199,904 US a 196 | 
|| Pacific ; 275 2G i ip R64 Hu BTS. oh 256 
TOTAL HIRED WORKERS FT 7 7 TT yay ae eee er ed Seek oe 
United States at ee, 988. 4 i647 sss | 1,657 | 836 
| Mountain hog 60. wie Gl en Tha 67 
Pacific 186. shy. AS64.\. 0 Midge ALR ol yee eel 


* Porsons employed during the last full calendar week ending at least one day 
before the end of the month. ** Includes farm operators doing one or more hours of 
farm work and members of their..families working 15 hours or more during the survey 
week without cash wagese # Includes all persons doing ene or more hours of farm 
work during the survey week for paye 


FARM WAGE RATES BY STATES JANUARY _. i; 195) & & JANUARY us 1962. * 


pre 


Rena yt ee ee ae aon san nnemieipionme=—) Fa aE EAR es EE TEC SS 


neepreceee tees 
t aa iS 4 Nt ‘a "PER R HOUR 
ae. 4 Whee BeeeR ee i Ora pet Board” 
r : and Room | With House or Foom or Room 
| | reel Ob bs 1s 1058. oie BO ET ses “TES. 1 ic ieee W0ba | Poel 1952 ° 
| i" | a) ese ae coe pepe | 
| Montana | 454400 | 147.00. | 1E500 ( T7S.00.., S080 , 7280" | 93 | 1.00 
|| IDAHO | 146,00 | 165.00 | 188.00 | 200,00 {| 760 | 8430 | 095 j 1.0: 
| Wyoming b 2lS4,00 | 142400 » | D76s0G sl 9040C) At CURES Ay telO op poole 
| Colorado | SLPSs00 | 132400 fo54400-) y174000,,) 7 Set0 | ZOO onl. 6000 aeee 
iNew Mexico | 108,091 116,00 | 129,00 h 146,00}... Be. | GolO .|)sGbale wee 
08a, on | 13000 }135.00 | 180,00 |. 190,00, |. 5.90 L7nO0. aT Seg 
Uta | 140,00} 169.00 | 160,00 } 180.00 | 6660 | 7.20 | 95 | 1490 
(Nevada. | 135400 |.243,00 a7) 1600001| L7LeOUe, | ana6e8On) TetOps] a95e a aeO 
|| Washington | 144,001 172,00 | 188,00 , 211,001) | 9 #91 0B «| e0G Ri thale 
| Oregon. - 146,00 | 160,00 + 180.00 ' 200.00 | Se, ho O eee 
‘California | 163,00 | 164.00_ + 406,00 | _219-90 Pee re ee ee 
iTS ‘sTiras ( Tob.007 T1200 [27.007 14. Pie oe Pe ea aS 
“¥ Certain wage rates are nov estimated T becaus ‘use they are relatively “Snimportants, 
Claronto BE. White Re ee Gocil ¢ Smith 
Agricultural Statistician) — Agricultural Statistician 
ieting in Charge 
Issued at Boise, Idaho Wa Penalty for Private Use to.Avoid 
January 18, 1952 : ; Payment of Postage, $300.00 
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FARM EMPLOYMENT AND WAGE RATES - April 1, 1962 


IDAHO: -Idaho-farm laborers received an average of 169,00 per month with board 
and room, compared with $161.00 last year according to the USDA CROP REPORTING 
SERVICE for Idaho. The rate per month with house averaged $208.00, compared with 
%195.00 last April 1, while the daily wage rate without board or room amounted to 
*8.50 compared with $8.00°a year agoe -The hourly rate was up 5¢ from a year ago, 


 amouriting to $1.04 per hour. Average rates for each type of farm laborer‘was at 


en all time high-on-April 1. Although good farm labor is-in short supply, present 
indications are that the number of luhorers available for the 1952 crop will not 
be much different than for the 1951 -season, ret ; 


UNITED STATES: With a total of 8,790,000 people engaged in farm work during the 
hie & week of March 23-29, farm employment showed about the usual seasonal 
increase from February.’ The total was 200,000 below a year agoe..The number of 
family workers emoloyed’ increased 10 percent from February to March, while the 
number of hired workers rose more than a third, Family workers totaled 7,133,000 
and hired workers 1,657,000. 


‘The overall level of farm wage rates was 2 percent above the January 1 level. The 


seasonal ly adjusted. index reached a new high of 510, up 6 pereent from a year 
earlier. Ae ae Se 


. the level of farm wage rates moved up for all regions except the Pacific from Jan- 


vary 1 to April 1, Increases-amounted to 1 percent in the West South Central and 
Mountain States and ranged from 2 to 4 perevnt for all other regions with increases. 
The seasonally adjusted index used to measure overall change is based on the hourly 
composite rate and adjusted for the usual svasonal change. The hourly composite is 
an averdge of all rates, with rates other than per nour ‘coverted to hourly equiva- 
lents, and weighted by the relative importance of each rate. . 


National averages for-individual types of wage ratés were practically all slightly 


. lower on April 1 than three months earlicr, although they were up in most States. 


, 


This is a usual change since the number of hired workers increases more at this 


. season in. the lower wage rate areas in the South than .in other parts of the country. 


.. The nationgl averages take into‘account the number of workers employed at various 


» 


ratese 
The change in the hourly composite rate is seasonal. This average rate usually 
drops more than the individual rates from January to April. Average hours worked 
per month,, per week or per day, which are used to compute hourly equivalent rates, 
Sncrease from January to:April. Even though the monthly, weekly and daily rates 
increase the hourly equivalent .may be less in April than in January because of 
hourse workede This is true of New #ngland where each type of wage rate increased 
from January to April yet the composite rate was lower. 


Monthly and weekly rates for States and regions were genorally up from January. 
These rates are the ones most commonly used to hire regular year-round workers for 
whom there is the greater demand at this season. Seasonal workers who are used to 
greater extent during harvest time are usually hiréd at daily and hourly rates. 

The daily and hovrly rates were in most cases lower than in January or about the | 
same in the South and in the Pacific States, For all other regions they are genor- 
ally higher. 7 


Monthly rates with a house furnished without cost averaged $200 or more in all the 
Pacific States and in Idaho and Arizona. These rates were lewest in Maine, Ohio, 
Indiana and Missouri. Per day rates without board or room ranged from $6 to 8 or 
more in most States except in the South. In most southern States, this rate aver- 
aged less than $5 and under ¢4 in South Carolina, Georgia, Tuerinessee, Alabama, and 
Mississippie Rates per hour without board or room averaged $1 or more in 15 States, 
They were highest in the southern New England States, most of the West North Central 
States, the northern Mountain States and in all the Pacific States. 


(Over) 


* 
FARM EMPLOYMENT AND WAGE haTEs 


of atet 
Farm work was generally getting off to 1 slow start ‘in most parts of the country in 
late March. In northern New England and New York and in the Statesalong the Cana- 
dian border, the ground was still covered with snow in most areas. In most of the 
rest of the country, cold wet weather had delayed fisld work. The weather during 
the survey week was generally fair and warmer in most parts of the countrys The 
only areas with heavy rainfall weré the Gulf Coast region and parts of Florida. 
Wherever possible farmers wore plowing and planting spring crops. 


FARM EMPLOYMENT s JANWALY THROUGH MARCH 1952, WITH COMPARISONS* 


[Geographic Divisions | 1945-49 | 1949 |. 1950 | 1951 | 1952 | 
| "tf hous 8 nis” 
TOTAL FARM EMPLOYMENT | . petted 
“TJnited States °:| 8,658 L098), 405 oe) 8 B9335 7,965 7,768 
Mountain | 288. ‘277 | IETS 269 * 260 
_ Pacific 4.23 | 397 © 399 ° 393 386 
TOTAL FAMILY WORKERS # | see. 
| ““Ynited States 7,293., | 7,050 «|.~ 6,993 6, 689 6,510 
Mountain | 234 | 224 223 216. 209 
Pacific 285 265 265 255 249 
TOTAL HIRED WORKERS ¢ eae : 
| Tnited States... 125850 4,095 1,342 eyed 1,258 
| Mountain 54 53 “53 bie dS 51 
| Pacific 140 Ta} 132 134 138 see Sh 


Rr eee eR 


* Porsons employed during the: la st full calendar week ending at least one day 
before the end of the month. # Includes farm operators doing one or more hours of 
farm work and members of their families working 15 hours or more during the survey 
week without cash wagese d Includes all persons doing one or more hours of farm 
work during the survey week for paye | | | 


1952* 
Per tour 


FARM WAGES, SELECTED STATES, APRIL I, 1951 AND APRIL 
Per Month ji 


With Board & Room 
Whi Te Toei 


{ STATE 


Lob? 
is DY O.L- 2igeres 


| wont. 154.00 ; 160600 1184.00} 196.00 |" "7.40 1 Ba 30 
| IDAHO 161,00 | 169.00 1195.00} 208.00! -8,00 8.50 
I wy. 138.00 | 143.00 |175.00/190.00| 7.00 7.60 | 1.00 1.04 
dens 125400, | 131200 1.64,00)177,00 6.50 7630 .80 289 
I. Moxe | 119600 |-110.00 |142.001139,00] 5-70 | 6.20 672 71 | 
Arize 145,00, | 145.00 |195400]200,00] 6.40 j 6-80 675 «80 
| Utah 165.00.} 159.00 |185.00}184,00| 7.50 7.80 £98 1.00 | 
Nevada. | 160.00 |.160.0071175.00|175-00| 710 | 750 1.00 1.00 
| Wash. | 172,00 | 183.00 |201.001226,00} == | 
| Orege | 187400 | 170.00 |186.00)205,00] =~ | 

Califs | 158.00 | 164.00 |204,00/219.00} =~ 


U.S. 107.00 [ 117,007 |T28.d0f138.00 |" 4.707 7 | 5 
¥ Certain wage rates are not estimated because sre 
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FARM EMPLOYMENT AND WAGE RATUS - July 1, 1, 1952 


IDAHO: Farm laborers in Idaho were. paid an averaré of {173.00 per’ thonth with board 
and room, compared with $168.00 last year, according to the USDA CROP HLPORTING SKE- 
VICE for Idaho. The rate per month with house averaged 4209.00 as’ against $1994 00 
last July 1, while the daily wage rate without board or room amounted to ‘780 TOs 
pane is 30¢ higher than a year ALOe The hourly rate was 5¢ above a year agoy. 
amounting to 1,06 per hour. All of the above rates were at an all-time high. 4 
seasonal lull continued in agriculture throughout the State, but. irrigators and 
Ste aig ‘tal hands. were Ghia needed “ir southern ° Idaho. | i ely. a ae. 
UNITED STATES: Bae Wage: oe on Bout Iyiy ne were up 6 percent. from a year 
earlier. Wage rates were. ce tok ee on April Lof. Ln wep but. ‘the 
inercase was slightly less than usual, iy ‘ 
There” were about ‘11 million peoplé working on farms: during the week of Junie 20 2B. 
This was about aes 000 less than a year eer. nee of the décreasc HS, un oS 
family. ores ; “ 


All types of; wagc rates were up from a eet yea - a about the same scores ‘for the: 
country as a whole except weckly rates without board or raom which were up more 
than other ratess With: the cxception of: the monthly. rates in New England, ail types 
of rates were also higher by regions, Based on the average of all rates, increases. 
varied:somewhat by regions. with the. larger increases , An, ie East and West lesen 
Central and the pHing ee States. 
Ferm wage rates for the United e2t on July 1 were! up from April eI Giese is the. , 
usual scasonal pattern. As more scasonal labor, which is usually paid at higher 
rates, is hired rates tend to increase, The inoaeees this: month, however, was not 
ate as much. ; as is yee is eres Leds 
Foie peur es bo or room eee igor ie s87: one ae ‘oourrtry 4 as. a “whole, This 
rate. averaged slightly over (1,00. in, the West North’, Central and. Pacific States and 
above...90 in all regions excent. thase in the South,,’ In the 3. southern regions, . 
the hourly rete averages ranged from 1 «5b. .to.$.64. Rates per day without board amt : 
room averaged $5.20 and ranged from {1.00 in the East South Contral States to #6; 
in the West North Gentral States. The high’ rate. in the West. North Central Stated 
is pape. aqpounte. Tox by the a ratos paid «in the wheat harvest." '» 
Farm work scicrets nate good AEE te during June e Weather was favorable and per- 
mitted *farmers to complete jobs dn schédulc, She week of June 22-28 was genexally ° 
hote. Fhundershowors in the ‘latter pa artrof the week brought heavy rainfall to parts’ 
of the ‘upper Mississippi Vatley and sou'theastward to the Middle Appala ‘shian Region. 
These rains, however, had Little Or no” offect en farm: employment. : bi coeet | 
ks ; Ae : . 
Wheat harvest was in. progress, during . the survey woek in Texas, Oklahéiia y and, kad eas, 
About 50 percent of the Kansas..wheat crop was harvested.during this, week, Small. 
grain harvest was also in progress in much of the South and was starting in the 
southern parts of the East North Central States, Cultivation and hoeing of row 
crops was a major operation in most parts of the country. Cotton chopping and hocing 
were well along with most fields clean. iy weather helped farmers gct cotton : 
chopping done with a minimum of labor supply problems, Corn and soybearl cultivation 
in the Midwest also made good progress. Ceenets were putting up nay, ia alt parts 
ors a6 Coe nee very little trouble with rain. PE ad bate 


(Over) 


FARM EMPLOYMENT & WARE EMPS -2- 


Harvest, other than small grains, : consisted mostly - of fruits and vegetables, 
Cherries were being picked in many parts of the. country. Citrus harvest in Florida 
was nearly over but still in progress in California. Plums, apricots and early 
peaches were being pickcd in Californiae Peaches were also being picked in Georgias 
Potatoes, tomatoes, and melons were being harvested in many arcas, Harvest of green 
peas for canning was in.progress in some of the northern States, Farmers in the. 
~southern part of the sperma area were cutting NapeCho x oe ‘ 


The number of people. working on. farms during the. survey -week in, 2 June was: 3 percent. 
less than a year earlier for the entire Sous ASS 


FARM EMPLOYMENT: — JANUARY. ‘JUNE 1982, WITH COMPARISONS: 


Bt eee BE 

| TOTAL Fahd EMPLOYMENT = | — a, | comer 

pe - United States - 10 yet dc Apts. 10 sei 9,808 1. 9,035 | 9,212 
Mountain Pere "968° 8) egggeey UP ahge Pe" S36 

| Pacific | 517 501 4.90 | 480 | L7u 

| ZoTaL FAMILY FAMILY WORKERS # Rah beer RO Sahay 2 oe 
United States 68,358: | 8,059 73905" 4 | “7,600 | 7,05: | 
Mountain 273 261 260 251i | 218 

Pacific , 308 Sd pet de OBI ole gels | 
TOTAL HIRED WORKERS : / insert 

~ United States tao pre ef Lo Rie StS SD | 4,035 | 1,807 | 
Mountain | 92 fae ee 9h | sp 
Pacific’ oe, OOo 199 


* Persons employed during the last full calendar week ending at least one day - 
before the end of the month, # Includes farm operators doing one or more hours of 
farm work and members of their families working 15 hours or more during the survey 
week without cash wages. ¢ Includes’ all: persons doing one or more hours of farm . 
work during the survey week for paye 


FARM WAGES , SELECTED STATES shy ale ghey AND: SULY i LOS 
i Per Month Per x Day a” eels er Hour 


Jith Board & Room | With House" ane i 
1951 { 1952 | 1951 | 1952 : 


Monte | 167.00; 167.00 {192.00; 205. SOT 7060 ap G00 4 
IDAHO | 168,00 | 173200 {199.00} 209.00; 8.40. “Oe710... 
! Wyo. | 139,00! 15200 {180.00}199,00| ‘7.00 eo ae | 
| Coloe | 129.00°| 150,00 j165.001189.00} 7.00 7280 
Ne eMox,| 122,00} 115.00 |10.00/110.00] 6.40 5490 
Arize | 140.00 | 140.00 1190.00} 205,00} 6.30 7.00 
luteh 1} 160.00 | 170.00 }180.00)190.001 7.50 780 
{Neve | 145.00 | 160.00 175.00) 1903004 7.10 7.70 
| Wash, 171,600:|- 186,00 -|220.00! 24a%00 | <--- 2 at 
Ores | 16,00 | 260,00 |199. 60) B0R fod Poe LL ee] OOhe 
1 Calife! 160,00 ; 175.00 {208, 00} 2306 00 
oF S. [712001 [24.007 116.001185,00 1 7 A ae 


§ Certain wage rates are: pes estimateg for somes 
ame os 
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 * PARM EMPLOYMENT AND WAGE RATES - OCTOBER 1, 1952 


TDAHO: The rate paid Idaho farm laborers with board and room on October 1, was $179. 
i. + .compared with $168. for the same month last year and $155. in October 1950, 
according to the USDA CROP RE. ORTING SERVICE for Idaho. The rate per month with 
house was $219.00, compared with $200.00 on October 1, of last-yeare The daily wage 
rate for farm laborers, without boerd or room was $9.50, one dollar above a year ago. 
Hourly wages at $1.11 per hour were up 10¢ per hour since Last year, The ‘index of 
composite rates was Sl7?-as compared with:4.70 a year.agoe Py Ora cn he eae 


Labor demand showed the uswal shift from the southwest to the south-central and east- 
crn areas where the potato harvest was gaining momentum. The prune, hop. and. peach 
harvest Had been completed in the southwest, but apples, onions and sweet corn remain 
to be harvested and some ectual labor shortages exist. Green corn harvest..and.can~ 
ning was completed in the Twin Falls area, but haying continued in many ‘places... 
Sugar beet harvest. was expected to begin in the first and second weeks of Octobers — 


UNITED STATES: A total of 13,252,000 people were working on farms during the week of 

September 21-27. Of this total, °,513,000 were farm operators and 
unpaid members of their families and 3,709,000 were hired workers, There were about 
100,000 more hired workers than a year ago but a cecrease of nearly 200,000 family 
workers kept the total under last year. About 1.8 million more people were working 
on farms than a month earlier-smost of them in the Southwhere cotton picking was at 
about its peake te ay 


Farm wage rates on October 1. were up l} percent from July 1 - - less than seasonally-- 
as the avera-e of all rates increased from 66.l, cents, to 68.8 cents per hour. Farm 
wage rates on October 1 were 5 percent above a year earlier and on July 1, were 6 
percent above the July rates last yeare ; 


B11, types of wage rates in October were’ up from a year earlier. The amount of in- 
crease varied with the largest™increases. in the monthly rates, the hourly rates and 
‘the per day’with house rate, Up léast were the rates per week without board or room, 
per day with board and room,: and pet day without board or roome, By regions ‘the lar- 
gest increases were in the West South Central and Mountain States. The smallest in- 
creases were in the South Atlantic and Hast Sovth Central States. 


ferent seasonal patterns. lowever, if the seasonally adjusted index is used, tiie 
level of wage rates on October 1 was down, from July in the North Central, States and 
up in the New England, Middle Atlantic, West South Central, and Pacific StateSe . 


Regional changes in wage rates from July 1 are difficult to measure because of, dif- 


* 


Per day rates without board and room ranged from $3.80 in South, Carolina, to $9.50 in 
Idaho, the national average being $5.60, These rates were less, than $5.00 in only 
eight States, Fer hour rates’ without board or room averaged $0576 for the country, as 
a whole: but averaged $1400 or more in 19 individual States, States with an average. 
rate of $1.00 or more per hour were mainly in the West North Central, Moyntain, and 
Pacific regions and in southern New England. 


Favorable weather permitted farmers to work steadily during the week of September 21- 
27 in most parts of the country. The southern Atlantic Coast areas had some heavy 
rains as did scattered areas of the Kast North Central States. For most of the 
country the weather was suany and warm, : e . 


(Over) 


FARM EMPLOYMENT & WACE RATES ~2- 


In the small grain areas, practically all farmers had completed harvest. Seeding 
winter wheat was under way in all areas growing the .crop but was being delayed in 
some places because of dry soils. . Some Texas - and Kansas farmers were seeding in 
dust and relying on rain later to germinate the seed. Southern farmers were also 
seeding other grains and cover crops. Rice was being harvested by growers in 
Arkansas, Louisiana, and Texas, ... : 


, The number of poses coal ene al el acid than a year earlier in all regions except the 
youth Atlantic States. pias ak dabei ipa in. the Ce eae ee States’ and 
amounted to, h Bingen | | 


__ FAR EMPLOYMENT ¢ JANUARY ‘THROUGH SEPT BER 1982 WITH ‘COMPARISONS# : 


i eS Car 


TOTAL FARM EMPLOYMENT | 


rn ee ee ee 


x | 
- United States. | ne 10,101 | 
Mountain L we | 388 | | 
molPacitic we. a0 | sie 
‘TOTAL FAMILY WORKERS # ot. bo ! oe 
| United States |. | fae ware 
-Mountain «= .-: at | 26), . 
| Pacit j¢ PGs | 
oii Sy Oe | : 3 fe a eee ae 
1 widictanverne: y poo). 138 =| sy 128 | Leh 
Pacific mas foo ts Seon tae aie 256." 258 i 


* Persons employed @ durin “the last full calendar week. “ending ‘at least one day. before 
se end of the month. # Includes farm operators doing one. or more hours of farm 
work and members of their families working 15 hours or more during the survey week 
without cash wages. ¢ Includes all persons doing one or more hours of farm work 
during the surwey week for paye 


FARM WAGES , SELECTED S ) STATES OC OCTOBER Ag; 195L¢ AND OCTOBER 1, 1952+ 

Pert Month "Por Dayiaes 5 ee Per Hour : 

STATE | With “Board & Room With ‘House _ T Without _ Board & Room Without Board & Room 
sf eee) AE ERE SRR 


& . TOAD. Oa, Peers . a ae | 
‘Mont, 163.00. “171.00. 190,00. 202 .00- 9.00 900. ee Baas : 
MEDAHO |)! 168400) + 179,00 1 200,001219.00): 8450 ~ | "9950 sd Lisette 
Myo, +) 010,00" “17400: £80.004207.00 | 7,30. 4 20,0 T0581 eee 
GColoss. | £30¢00} 16,606 277.005.192.000 1.7.60 8.20 ar 31" aa Rita 
'N.Mex. 120.00 | 120,00! 1h0.00'160,00 6.00 Be 07 be Uaean ! ¢80 
Ariz. 10.00 },145,00 | B79 1005205 100 | BGO" 4 PAR RO et See ee Pee og agen 
Utah 170,00} 180,00: 1190.00 220000. «8,00. 1.05 8,0. #1400» ft Sa 
Neve | 150,00 .160.00 | 180,00 }190.00 | 7.80 pf BON VOC ee ree 
Washe.. 180,00: |- 192.00 | 221,00: 22h. OG-re Seah iar aq le Cs ae ee 
'Oreg.' 164.00 ' 180.00} 199.00/208,00' -- mem ol OR Mase 
ed iP eieat oor! 176,00) 22 0;00 ae8ca0 tees lye aie oe eee 207, | 
U.S. 116,00 122,00 | 136500. 6,00 "5550.7 5. = 75.60 7s 
% Certain wage rates are nov estimated for some “Btates. because they. a are ne tee 

unimportant. Sloe Janta, Cae ne ee 
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FARM EMPLOYMENT AND WAGE RATES = JANUARY 1, 1956 


Idaho: Farm wage rates being paid in Idaho on January 1 averaged higher than a year 

earlier according to the USDA CROP REPORTING SERVICE for Idaho. Average 
rates per day and per hour without board and room and per month with house were well 
above a year earliere On the other hand average rates per month with board and room 
were reported to-be lower. The average for the year of 1952 was above 1951 in all 
cateforiese 


UNITED STATES: Farm employment reached the seasonal low point during the week of 

December 21-27 as 6,485,000 persons were working on farmse This is 
the payee estimate of record, bathe uf eres below a year ago and 22 percent below 
last monthe Family workers were reported to be 1 percent fewer than a year ago but 
the number of hired workers was 1 percent above last yeare 


The seasonally adjusted index of farm wage rates on January 1 reached a new high of 
514. ‘his was 3 percent above last October 1 and 3 percent above a year earlier. 
The increase froma year earlier indicates that farm wage rates may be starting to 
jevel off. A year ago there was an 11 percent rise from January 1, 1951 while rates 
on January 1, 1951 were 7 percent above the same date for 1950, 


Farm wage rates generally follow the trend in cash receipts from farm marketings 
and prices received by farmerse Prices received have been declining in recent 


months and cash receipts in 1952 are only slightly above 1951. These measures of 


farmer's ability to pay wages to hired farm workers have been tending to limit in- 
creases in farm wage rates in recent months. 


Farmers on January 1 this year, were paying ‘hired workers at wage rates which aver- 


‘aged about 3 percent above a year ago for the country as a wholee Increases were 


greatest in the New England, Middle Atlantic and East North Central States where 
they amounted to 5 percent or slightly moree Increases were less than the National 
average in all other regions except the Mountain States. The, smallest rise, 1 per- 
cent, occurred in, the West South Central States, 


Individual types of wage rates for the United States and for all regions were up 
from a year ago with one exception. Per hour rates without board or room in the 
West South Central States averaged the same as a year agoe. For the entire country 
per day rates and per week rates without board or room were up & percent from last 
yeare Other tvpes of rates rose 4 or 5 percent. 


Comparisons of Raced average wage rates for January 1, 1953 and October 1, 1952 


‘are difficult because of shifts in the relative number’ of workers in different 


regionse For instance, on January 1, about 40 percent of the hired workers in the 
country were employed in the South, with its lower wage rate levels, while 3 months 
earlier the South had about 55 percent of the hired farm workerse The per hour 
without board or room rates rose 17 percent from October 1 to January 1 for the 
country as a whole. At the same time, regional averages for this rate dropped in 
all except two regionse In October, more than half of the workers receiving this 
rate were in the southern regions, where the average was about 60 eents; while less 
than half of the workers in the group were in regions where the hourly rate averages 
ranged from $.96 to $1.08. In January, about two-thirds of the workers receiving 
hourly rates without board or room were in regions where the average rate ranged 
from $87 to $1.06. 


Persons working on farms during the survey week consisted of 594,637,000 family worke 
ers and 848,000 hired workerse ‘The number of family workers was 18 percent below 

a month ago and hired workers were 42 percent fewer than in Novembere The declines, 
however, were a little less than usual for the seasone The decline in number of 
family workers from a month ago was the greatest in the South Atlantic and Hast 
South Central Regions; hired worker numbers showed the greatest decline in the 
Kast South Central and West South Central Regions. 


(Over) 


FARM EMPLOYMENT & WAGE RATES ; -2- 


PERSONS INS_EMPLOYED DURING WHEK OF DECEMBER a1- a1, 1952 
December - November | December | November 
Average 18824 23—29 25"29 
1/1945=49 Looe. Mole 1952 
Ps os ott Gul Saar nae 


December 
21-27 
1952 


GHOGRAFHIC DIVISION 


‘ 
Po ne rr nec arene aren 


TOTAL FARM EMPLOYMENT 
United States . 
Mountain 
Facific s 

TOTAL FAMILY “WoRKEBs iis 
~ United States 
Mountain 
facifis 

“GORAL HIRBD ToRKERS of 

~, United States 
Mountain 
_facific 

Tf Ee Persons employed during the last full calendar woek ending at leasb one. day before 

the end’ of the months as Includes farm opgrators doing one or more hours of farm 
work and members of their. families working 15 hours or more during: the survey week 
without cash wagese 3/ Includes ali persans doing one-or more hours of farm work | 
during the survey week for paye 
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: FARM WAGE RATES BY STATES JANUARY 1, 1952 & 1953 *- Crea 
| * PER MONTH ~ PER DAY PER HOUR 


STATE Viith Board Viith Without Board Without Board _ 
and Room | House - or Room or Room _ 


"1952 |. 1958 | 1958 1953. | 1952 | 1953 | 1952 
ae I ee re - AH ig) ahaa 
Montana 147,00 149.00 «176.00 1 190,00 | 1, SGme etn ie CO a nana 


IDAHO al 1650.00 | 2161.00: 200,005) 207.006] oS, 50 muro, GOs code) ienl moe 
Wyoming “}—“}42 00-4 140,00 | 190.00 | LOTSOO-T “77 TO heh On ts 0e at ae 
Colorado 131600" 134,00. 1 171600. | 2160.00. 1 VecOu = tetO niente oer 
New. Mexico 116.00. | 110.00 | 146,00 | 146.00 | 6.10 } 5.60 edits 
Arizona - 135.00 | 150.00 | 190.00 | 215.00 | 7.00 | 7460 284 
Utah 169.00 | 187.00 | 180,00 | 205,00 | 7.20 | 8.00 1403 
Novada 145.00 | 170.00 | 171.00 | 195.00 | 740 | 7.50 1.00 
Washington 1522600 4 wedi 5500. + ue dt OO MNES 25400 1.15 
Oregon 7 160.00 | 169,00 | 200.00 | 204.00 109 
California 164.00 | 172.00 { 219.00 | 226-00 1-05. 
UNITED STATES {- 118.007|121 500 “| “141 700 T 143.007 7259 


* Certain wage rates are not estimated because they are relatively unimportant. 
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FARM EMPLOYMENT AND WAGE RATES ~ APRIL 1; 1953" 


tence 


the weck of March ‘22-28, The total was 1,232,000 above a month carlicr and 5 4000 


were employed at farm work during the survey weck and 1,695 ,090 hired workers were 
doing. farm-worky “> orate ie ee Ia Ee be ook ee 


-Farm ‘wage rates; for the country as ‘a wiole, averaged 2 percent above a year car- 
“licr..on about April 1. The weighted hourly average of all ratcs rose 1 cent to 
$581, This is one of the smallest increases over a year. carlicr,that has been re- 
ported at any time in the last two years. It is probable that the decrease ‘in | 
prices received by farmers the last several months has limited the increase’ in.farm 
“wage rates.’ ea te a ema ie, oop ac j beat ou 


oe 
i] 
+ 


By late Marth, farm'work was gencrally off to a fast start in nearly ‘all parts of 
the:countrys Most 6f the country..cxpcricnced a relatively mild, open winter with 
weather: and* soil conditions ‘permitting considerable field work to,be done during © 
March, -Fictd work during late March was reported as general in-a]jl arcas execpt 
the ‘New Engtand and Middle Atlantic Coast States where heavy rainfall rendeyed: 
soits too wet for ficld activitye For the country as a whole, spring work wads re- 
‘ported.to be about two wecks ahead of normale = Was Saremmt te) 


+ a) 


Oat scedings were nearly completed as far north as Nebraska and were well advanced 
sn the belt of States extending fram Nebraska to Pennsylvania, Statas in the . 
northern parts of the country were preparing land for the secding of spring grains 
with some carly spring grains alrcady secded in the Northern Mountain States and 
the Pacific Northwest, Southern States reported gencral ficld activity except. in. 
ivkansas and Tennessce whcre rains during the survey weck prevented ficld works 
Corn and cotton were being planted in the Southern Atlantic and Gulf Coast States 
extending from North Carolina to TexaSe Some early planted ficlds in this area 
were up to good stands and were receiving the first cultivation, Cotton was:also 
being planted in New Mexico, Arizona and California, Sugar bect planting was in 
progress in all arvas of production and was well advanced for the scason,. 


Harvest operations during the survey week consisted largely of picking citrus and 
harvesting winter vegetables in Florida, the lower valley of Texas-and in Califore 
niae Cabbage and strawberry. harvests were also getting under way in_the southern 
part of Alabama. a ae * 


(Over) | ppraS > ¥] 


FARM EMPLOYMENT AND WAGE RATES Rei. 


The number of persons working on'farms during the weck of March 22-28 was greater 
than a year ago owing to increases. in. both.family and hired workers with hired wor- 
kers accounting for about 85 pee of the increase, The number of persons work- 
ing on farms was greater than a year earlicr in the West North Central, South Cen- 
tral and Mountain States as mild wea thor permitted farmers to oe good progress 
with spring field work. 


PAR EMPLOYMENT : JANUARY THROUGH Mi MARCH emeess Nr hep 


; Geo Géozraphic Divisions 19l@-5> | 19501 Ma ECs eRe ee 
T ea al : 


TOTAL OPAL FARN EMPLOYMENT "Tho ww $14 cls 


—~“Thittd States 8 2lil) 8,335" TiSCSWL TT een euler Tato 
Mountain 27h 276 Lea aabl 2CORmme 26): 
Pacific. hot Soo eo a 386 1 383 


| 

| 
TOTAL FAMIRY WORKERS 2/ {| ° 

| 

| 

! 

| 


| 
t 
; 
| 
| 
a Haas iG 
| 
| 
| 
_ 


| 
Ty) Unrated States 6,919 | 6,993 | 6,009 | LOySLOp eek 666g 

Re: 223 | 216 DIO ha emia a! pu 

Pacific 263. 265 29D Uo aS aeee COL ths, «tee eae 

POTAL HIRED WORKERS 2 | oF peta veda Neus 1% 

Grea stateke I Soe sale aeons 1,258. |- 1,263: 
Mounts tor ce tN. ear ae fe 53 pares), oe 53 
aN a ee Sele las ABU eer ey bes _13T ua 


Fore the he ‘eye ie month. 2/ Includes farm ceeaes eae one or more ee of 
farn work and members of their familics working 15 hours or more during the survey 
weck: without casif wages. a, Includes all persons doing one or more hours of farm 
‘work during the survey week for pay, ; Los ure 


e 


* irtepen* Wont aaae : eS ae oe Por Hour: 
‘STA With t ere. & Room | oe __ Without = ae ae Pme 
att el Ear Na lee ae Ba ee we i ea rant 2 MO ame oie 1983 
i Sones a woe ali 6) ar = : 
Be Mont. 16000 "| Teh, 00 | 196,00 |" 193,00 (pues Omaeer on lr 1.00 | 
IDAHO | 169.00 | 171.00 | 208,00 | 215,00 ieee sO G60 ume | 
Wyoming . | 143.00, | 250600). L908 OO | 206,00 1400 oleae SOiel ene 
Colos | bi 131,00 | 137.00 | 177.00 | 184.00 | 1aB0ie Wie DO 089 | 
ave Mex. 4 T1O,00 1 175,00 | 135800 | 152.00, 1) 6 cee een Go eee te 
Praeee UNS O00 *) 150.00" | 200,00 | 205,004) TG.CO salem) Os ume 
| Mieehe ee 59600 | 190,00. |) T6n 2004 210.00 (eCOl el eC elOn mee 
| Nevada. °] 250.00 | 168,00 | 175400 | 192.00, |..7450 | :7590'}. 1400 . 
Wash, “°*"] 183,00 | 196400 | sine 230,00) 0) alee 7 tec Cle)3 
Orege 170,00" 1-917 3,00 18 203,00 | 205500) ee os 1410 
ts as ~ | £644.00 171400_ | 2196 Co) 22)1,00 Rees ae) he beO2 41 0.3 
pire ee ie 00 TYR Oo. Fs .c0 | OO. 5200 5,007 | FE Oe een 


4 Certain HES “rates are r are not ostinated because ara ane rolatavely uninportant. ~ 
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' FARM EMPLOYMENT AND WAGE RATES - JULY 1, 1953 

IDAHO: All. Idaho. farm wage.rates except one were at an all-tiite high, according to 
the USDA CROP REPORTING SERVICE for IDAHO. An average of $171.00 per month with 
bot rd and room was two dollars less than the rate a year ago. The rate per month 
with house averaged $217.00, eight dollars higher than a year agoe The daily wage 
rate advanced from $8.70 to $9,20 per day and the hourly rate was up one cent to 
$1.07 per houre By the end of June, beet thinning was about complete and hoeing 
was: progressing. When the latter is completed the peak labor demand will be past 


until the fall harvest commences’. 
UNITED STATES: Farm wage rates around July 1 were about 14 percent higher than a 
year earlier. Wage rates were also up from the April 1 level of 


this year by about the same extent or slightly less than the usual rise during the 
period. a 


There were 11,132,000 people working on the Nation's farms during the week of June 
21-27. This was over 100,000 more than a year earlier. A small desrease in the nme 
ber of family workers from a year ago was more than offset by an increase in hired 
workerse 


Farm wage rates of all types increased over April 1 of this year and nearly all types 
increased over those on July 1 of last year. Regional rates generally advanced 
slightly from April 1 although “a few rates showed no change or small declines. A 
quarterly upturn from April to July is ususl as the volume of higher paid seasonal. 
help increases for harvesting vegetables, fruits, wheat and other seasonal operations. 


Thé U.S. average farm wage rate per hour, without board and room was 89 cents, an 
increase of 2 cents per hour from a year previous and 4 cents more than on April 1 
of this year, which is about the usual rise for the quarter. Rates by regions ranged 
from $95 to $1.09 per hour, except in the 3 southern regions where the averages were 


a 


$054, $.60, and $.62 per houre 


Wage rates per day without board averaged $5.30 on July 1 for the country. as a whole, 
a pain of 10 cents per day over the same date in 1952. Regional averages showed a 
range from $4.05 in the East South Central Region to ¥8.30 in the West North Central 
States. The importance of skilled machinery operators, especially in the harvest of 
wheat, accounts in part for the relatively high average rate in the West North Cen- 
tral Region. - . 


Farm ‘work made ‘good progress during June, except in the North from Minnesota, west 
to Weshington and Oregon where cool, rainy weather delayed field operations and re- 
tarded crop growth and maturity. In other-regions, the weather was generally hot 
and dry with severe drought conditions developing in many North Central and South- 
western arease 


The wheat crop was nearly all harvested in Oklahoma and Texas by the end of June and 
more than half of the Kansas acreage was harvested. Small grain harvest was active 
in most southern States during dune and by the end of the month was getting started 
as far north as southern Nebraska and Illinois. Weather conditions were generally 
ideal for haying, which was a major activity in the northern half of the country. | 
Cultivation of row crops was active in all areas during June and some corn was “laid- 
by" in the southern part of the Corn Belt. Cotton chopping and hoeing were wall 
alonge The need for cotton choppers was below expectations in the drought areas am 
many of the foreign workers have gone home or moved on to other jobs. 


(Over) 


FARM EMPLOYMENT AND WAGE RATES -~2- 


The number of persons working on farms during the weck of March 22-28 was greater 
than a year ago owing to increases. in. both. family and hired workers with hired wor- 
kers accounting for about 85 percent of the increase, The number of persons work- 
ing on farms was greater than a year carlicr in the West North Central, South Ccn- 
tral and Mountain States as mild weather permitted farmers to make good progress 
with spring field work, : 


FARM EMPLOYMENT AND WAGE RATES ~2- 


Harvest of vegetables ahd early fruits was active in many States. Citrus harvest is 
still in progres in California but is completed in Florida. Peach harvest was well 
advanced in Georgia by the end of June and was getting under way farther north. 
Cherry picking was general in the earlier commercial areas. Potato harvest had 
moved as far north as Virginia and Maryland and harvest of green peas for processing 
was active in the northern States in Juns. Tobacco harvesting was under way in the 
tobacco areas of the Deep South. 


The 11,132,000 people working on farms the week of June 21-27 was 1 percent more 
than a year earlier for the country as a whole. 

a8 FARM EMPLOYMENT: JANUARY THROUGH JUNE 1953, WITH COMPARISONS* 
: il EEE ns Coa 1951 1952 


1) Deo hoe fon ces 


TOTAL FARM EMPLOYMENT 


1 tte eth eee ed 


9,769 9,808 


~ United States 9,435 9,212 
Mountain 558 356 545 338 
Pacific 493 490 480. _ 474 

“GOTAL RMILY WORRER OTE Te) Sear repr et Sa ls 8 ome 
United: States 7,870 7,905 7,600 7,405 
Mountain 259 260 aul: 248 
LPO ce ian adic) SOON egy BU tials era ye Be Baim Wa 
TOTAL HIRED WORKERSS 
“United States 1,899 1,903 1,835 1,807 
Mountain 94 96 94 90 
Pacific 199 199 197 


* Persons employed during the last full calendar week ending at least one day before 
the end of the month. # Includes farm operators doing one or more hours of farm work 
and members of their families working 15 hours or more during the survey week with- 
out cash wagose Includes all persons doing one or more hours of farm work during 
the survey week for pave 


FARM WAGES, SELECTED STATES, JULY 1, 1952 AND JULY 1, 1953* : 
Pee e ON ae: eR a) per Hour 


Per Month Per Day 
Without 
" Board & Hoom 


STATE Pee ee oD ae nee el Wethowe 
P1952". gee) 


Board & Room Houses “+ Board & Room 


Pose" | “Wess 


Mont. | 167.00 1) 167.00 ; 205.00 ) 804,00 | 880 8.70 
IDAHO {173.00 |. 171400 | 209.00 | 217.00 | 8.70 9.20 
Wyoe [154,00 | 152,00 | 199.00 | 201.00 | 7.390 Too 
Colo. |150.00 | 142.00 | 189.00 } 190.00 | 7.80 ° | 7.90 
NeMexs} 115.00 | 112.00 | 149.00 | 166.00. | 5.90 6.00 
Ariz. }140,00 | 155.00 | 205.00 | 200.00 | 7.00 7.00 
Utah {170.00 | 190.00 | 190,00. | 208.00 | 7.80. 8.40 
Neve | 160.00 168,00 190600 | 190.00 | 7.70 8.00 
Wash. }186.00 | 198.00 | 221.00. |. 229.00 =~. -- 

Orag. ee 173.00 | 205,00 } 210.00 -- -~ 

Cal. {175.00 | 185.00 | 230.00 | 240.00 -- on 


BSR OL ered ae iE) 


(U.S. {i2i.00 [ 124,007 [ 158.007 7 te1.007 7 5.307 


* Certain wage rates are not estimated for some States because they are relatively 


unimportant. tensa 
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FARM EMPLOYMENT AND WAGE RATES - OCTOBER 1, 1953 


A ASE HN moe OY 


IDAUOs The rate paid Idaho farm laborers with board and room on October 1, was 
#171600 compared with $179.00 for the same month last year anc $168.00 in October 

10 Se according to the USDA CROP REPORTING SERVICE for IDANO, The rate per. month 
with house! was $217.00 ,-compared with $219.00 on October 1, of last yeara':The daily 
wage rate for farm. laborers, without board or room was $930, twonty cents below a 
year agoe Hourly wages. at {1.09 -per hour were 2¢ per hour below last year. ~The in- 
‘dex of composite rates was 521 as compared with 517 a year ago. | 


Migratory workers have shifted their attcntion from southwest to castern Idaho pceta- 
to and beet harvests. Consequently, the southwest has Shortages in bean, corn, hay, 
fruit and bect harvests, The Sugar bect harvest will gain momentum as soon as 
weather permits stock pilings In the southeentral area a shortage of potato workers 
was cxpectcd as soon as weather and markets permitted diggings Frosts in the Idaho 
Falls area cut down potato vines, creating many openings for harvesters, Navajo In- 
dians arrived in th. Preston areca for work in potatocs and bects. 
UNITED STATES 3 A total of 11,299,000 persons were working on farms across the Na- 
Enis tion during the week of Scptember 20-26, This total was composed of 
G 231,000 family workers, including fern operators, and 3,068,000 hired workors.: 
Total farm employment reached its scasonal peak with 1h percent more workers ‘than 
the’ previous month. Howcver, both family and hired workcrs. numbcred ) percent less 
than a year carlicr and the total was at the lowest level for Scptember in nearly 30 
years of record, 


October 1 farm wage ratcs were 3 percent highcr than July 1 rates - about. the usual 
Scasonal increases The average of all rates converted to an hourly basis inercased’ 
from 67.5 conts to’ 69,7 cunts. Comparcd to a year earlicr, farm wage rates wore up 
anly 1 percent. Nearly all types of wage ratcs rose slightly from a year carlier, 

All regions showed small inercescs in the average of all-ratos from 1952 except the 
West South Central, Mountain, and Pacific States where decrcascs were moderate or 

there was no chango, ‘ : 


wot Ls 


The seasonally adjusted indcx of wace rates on Octobcr 1 was down from July 1: in the 
South Atlantic’ Mountain, and Pacific States and up in the Middle Atlantic, North 
Central, and South Central States. The index for New England remaincd unchanged. 


Wage rates per day, without board or room rengod from 53.70 in South:Carolina to 
#930 in Idaho, These rates were below 15.00 in cight Southern States, Average 
rates pcr hour without board or room werc 70 cents or lower in all of the East South 
Central States; most of the South Atlantic States, and in Arkansas and Louisiana, ° 
Most other States ranged betwecn 90 ecnts and $1.10 per hour. 
The weather was ideal for harvest operations during the survcy week in nearly all 
arcasS. In the South Atlantic Coast arca, a hurricane moved in at the cond of the 
weck, causing some crop damage. Warm, dry weather prevailed in the rest of the 
country. Dry soils delayed ficld preparation and planting of winter grains in many 
arcass 


Cotton picking was the major activity in the Cotton Relt with harvest nearing com- 
pletion in the Gulf Coast Plains, Reports indicatcd thet in some local arcas more 
pickers could have becn uscd but in gencral the harvest was progressing rapidly. 


Continued warm, cry weather hastened the maturity of corn. Some was picked during 
the survey weck but a major part of the crop was not dry enough for cribbing. Silo 
filling was very active on dairy farms, speeded in the northern arcas by killing 
frosts, Soybean harvest was in full Swing in the Com [clt. Dry bean harvest was 
active in the Northwest and in Michigan and New York but harvest was completed in 
Some of the carlicr producing Statcs. 


(Over) 


FARM HPLOYME ENT & WAGE RATES CONT'D.’ - 2 <= 


Planting of wintcr wheat was under way in most regions but in many areas, dry soils 
delayca ficld preparation and plantinge In parts of the lower Great Plains, wheat 
was planted "in the dust," relying on later rains to bring up a stande 


FARM EMPLOYMENT: JANUARY THROUCH SEPTEMBER 1963, WITH COMPARISONS 1/ 
| GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION PIShe-b2 yd us a Mg eae nS aa | TOSS Vel 
r cle Omi Soe or ods 

TOTAL FAR’ EMPLOYMENT ‘hae Hage Se ee 


{ 
er United States. | 97,582) ayaleeynee 9,973 8,779 
| © Mountain Has itch be line: 392 38h; 
Pacific 653° | 0. 626 628 
TOTAL FAMILY WORKERS 2/ 
|"“Unitod States 7384 | 7,287 7,034 6,792 
| Mountain 259 | 257 OT pall: 
| Pacifie 3h2. GBP coat 329 327 323° 4 
| TOLAL HIRED WORKERS 3/ eae | 
(= United States 7 2,167 2 1 3g. 2,039 1,987 1,989 | 
( Mountain P85 Mee | he 13 Wee 
Me Pae TL. 3 estes S atang PUPS Gn SEN ei BOLe a 6S 


an Persons cmployed Y during the Tast full calendar weck Mdar wock onding at least one day be- 
fore the end of the month. e/ Includes farm operators doing onc or more hours of 
farm work and members of their familics working 15 hours or more during the survey 
weck without cash wages. 3/ Includes all persons doing one or more hours of farm 
work during the survey weck for pay. 7 


: FARM WAGES, SELECTED STATHS, OCTOBER 1, 1952 AND OCTODER 1, 1953 1/ 
[ ieee * Pelee inh! cel a a an RCE Day Per ll 
STATE Ss soard & Poom | Wath HOUSC Without Ba. &ilm 
ene meget 1983 a igs os. ae | 
| Dolitars 
| Monte ) 171.00 | 165.00 ) 202.00 } - Toh.00.)_ 73 

IDAHO. |-179,00 -} 171600 | 219,001 21.7400-} 

Wo. iah7.00° 17 158,00 | 207.00 |. 200,00..4 
| Colo. Wi6.00 | 134.00 | 192.00 | 186,00 | 
| NeMox. 120,00 | 108.00 | 160.00 ; 154.00 | 
i Ariz, | 145.00 | 160,00 | 205.00 | 200.00 | 
| Uteh | 180.00 | 180.00 | 210.00 1 200.00 | 
|Nev. | 160,00 | 170.00 | 190.00 | 190.00 
cae 192,00 | 197.00 | 224.00 | 235,00 | 

Creme) YewlOO00, 17.00 1) 208.001. 208 500 | 
b Galatea.’ il eS 180.00. | 228.00 { 240.00 | -- 

Uy Se Tee 00 Ff 123.007- 1 é.0o0 {150.007 [5.60 | Y 3.7 fio eee 
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Ccrtain wage rates arc not estimated for some States because Sy are eo 
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_ EARN EMPLOYMENT AND WAGE RATES = JANUARY 1, 195h 
IDAHO: Contrary to the national teeMiay/ehe composite qndcr at eee Gans rates in 
idaho on Jamary 1, 1954 was less than one percent smaller than a year ago according 
to the USDA CROP REPORTING SERVICE for IDANO. The index for Idaho on January 1,194 
was 517 compared to 525 a year ago. These are based on the 1910-1) average equaling 
100 percent. The rate per month with board and room averaged two dollars higher 
than last year, increasing from $161.00 to $163.00. However the rate per month with 
house was down two dollars, from $207.00 to $205.00. The day rate was down from 
£8.60. to $8.50, and the hourly rate dropped from $1.08 to 41,03. 


INITED STATES: About. a million and three-quarter fewer persons were employed on 

ame farms in December than a month earlier. Employment during the week 
of December 20-26 totaled 6,390,000. The usual seasonal cecline left the total num- 
ber of persons employed on farms Slightly below a year ago. 


The averare number of persons employed on farms in 1953 was 8,580,000, down about 1 
percent from 1952, The downward trend in numbers of persons working on farms 
appears to have slowed this year. In March:of 1953, the number of workers was lar~ 
ger than for the same month a year earlier for the first time in over years, How- 
ever, December 1953 was the 60th successive month in which the number of family wor- 
kers was less than for the comparable period the year before. The number of hired - 
workers averaged slightly more for 1953 than for 1952. For half of the months of 
1953, there were more hired workers employed than a year earlier, 


Farm wage rates on about January 1 averaged a little higher than a year ago, The 
seasonally adjusted index reached a new high of 525, up 2 percent from a year ear- 
lier and from the previous quarter. 


For the country as a whole, all individual types of farm wage rates were the same or 
more than a.year earlier with only the rate per day with house and the rate per hour 
with house the same as a year ago. In comparison with October 1, both monthly rates 
and hourly rates without board or room were up on January 1, per day with house 
rates were the same and all other types of rates were lower. These are about the | 
usual changes. Monthly rates for the year are usually established at the beginning 
of the year and seem to reflect the continued tight supply of regular year-round 
workers, Rates per hour without board or room were up sharply from October as the 
use of these rates-shifted to the higher wage rate areas, The per hour with house 
rates dropped sharply as the proportion of workers paid these rates increased in the 
South. si 


For geographic regions, the weighted averages of all types of rates were above a 
year earlier except in the South Atlantic States where they were the same, and in 
the East South Central where they were down. Most indivicual types of rates were 
also above a year earlier or the same for all regions except in the Hast South Cen- 
tral States where ell but one of the rates were lower, 


The level of wage rates by regions, as measured by the seasonally adjusted index, 
was up from October in the Middle Atlantic, Last North Central, West South Central, 
and Mountain States. Most individual rates, however, were lower or the same as in 
October except in the South Atlantic States, The changes in individual rates from 
last quarter by regions were in most cases about the same as usual, 


Work on farms during the week of December 20-26, was largely reduced to necessary 
chores in most parts of the country except the extreme southern areas, Temperatures 
were below normal in the southern two-thirds of the country and above normal in the 
other third. Some of the jobs in the country, other than chores and maintenance 
work, were vegetable cultivation and harvest in Florida, California, Arizona, and 
lower Texas, cotton harvest in California, Arizona and Texas, which was nearly com- 
pleted, citrus harvest in Florida and California and some late harvest operations in 
the South such as tung nut harvest in Louisiana and castor bean harvest in Texas » 
Tobacco stripping was in progress in the Burley Area, 


Tne number of family workers employed during the survey week was Slightly less than 
a& year ago in about half of the geographic regions. 


(Over) 
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PERSONS EMPLOYED DURING Wik OF DECEMBER 20-26, 1 1953, WITH COMPARISONS 
et December | Novanber ccs g “TNovember - | December 
GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION Averare | 23-29 ! 21a ey ames | 20-26 


! 
f 
| 


198-52. 3/1.) 1982. oll MOR OUN| ele Ser |e 


a ao Ougs ands 


penn 4 yt eo 


| TOTAL FARM EMPLOYMENT | 
United States — 7,007 Wf 2yB,OTE ER CEROG HS ae, Tig 6,390 
Mountain 305 368 299 Bho.” 287 
_ Pacific ho) ai) 2 iB PBaie wes MEE Sole ee Male 
| TOTAL POUL WORMenGa? /eiithacos oat Wank] tite coz EY | S i 
| ~ United States be 5,921 6,183 5 5uh7 : 6,428 5 365 
Mountain 205 202 | 196 196 | 19, 
Deas har pe 8 nd OE 32a age es Li ees Mees Mis Ec 
| POTAL HIRED WORKERS 3/° | | | | 
| United States etd 2 etn, sae Ose 1719 ob oer 
| Mountain 9 | 166° 3 103 | 150 | 93 | 
hale deat bo) ao B80 ENP REO CIMO TE M7 in Sanat 183 | 


17 Persons ¢ enif mpLloyed ‘during the last full calendar week ending at Teast ono day before 
the end of ue month. Py Includes farm operators doing one or more hours of farm 
work and members of Se families working 15 hours or more during the survey week 
without cash wages. 3/ Includes all persens doing one or more hours of farm work 
durinre the survey on for paye 


FARM WAGE RATES BY STATES JANUARY 1, 1953 & 195h% 

Pith NOW aa PER LAY PER HOUR | HOUR 
With Board With [Without pe tg haan Poar 
and Room House or Room or Room | 


| 
[ee a i) Sania EI Sr poet PLONE yo | TOESh PST gon Looe) 1950 | 


{ 


DEO oe tS 

Montana WG 00-1 17,00) 7 192 0004 TREO 7x70 1600}. 1.09 4 1.02 | 
IDAHO 161.00 | 163.00 | 207.00 | 20%.00 | 8.60 | 8.50 | 1.08 | 1.03 
Weoming 110.00 | 137.00 | 187.00 | 19h.00 | 7b | 7-90.}.1,02 | 1205 | 
| Colorado 1346001 133,00, | 180.00 |'178.00 | 7540. | 75300) 140930 tah 
| Mow Mexico 110,00 } 108.00 | 146.00 | 146,00 } 5.60 | 5.80] .70 | .72 | 
Arizona | 150.00 ; 160.00 | 215.00 | 210,00; 7.601 7.50) .6h } .86| 
Utah | 187.00 | 175400 1 205,00 | 190.00} 8.00 | 850 | 1.03 | 2.20 | 
| Nevada 179.00 | 165400 | 195.00 | 185,00 | 7.50 ; 7.50 | 1.00 | 110 | 
| Washington | 175.00 | 171.00.! 225200 |.221.00! <=: | == | 1ed5 | del5 
Oregon | 169.00 : 161,00 | 204.00 | 203.00 | -- | ~- | 1.09 | 1.08 
[California — _ _ | 172000_)_177200 | 226.00_ eae L eiske> ia) Fa sacilt Inspr 205 
T UNITED STATES iG 121.0071 12he00 tT 1h8,00 154,00 F 5.30 | Suo tT .69 | 390 | 
% Certain wage rates are not Secaneted because they are relatively unimportant. 
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FARM EMPLOYMENT AND WAGE RATES - APRIL-1, 195). 


IDAHO: Average wage rates paid Idaho farm labor on April 1, 195, were about 3 per- 
cent. below the level of.a year ago. according to the USDA Crop Reporting Service for 
Idaho. Decreases were reported for all methods of payment for which estimates are 
made, The average rate per month with board and room was $165.00 compared with 
$171.00 a year ago. The average rate with house was $210.00, five dollars below 
April 1, 1953. Farm labor hired by the day (without board or room) was getting an 
average of $8.60 per day compared to $8.80 last April. The average rate per hour 
without board or room was $1.02, four cents below a year ago. 


UNITED STATES: The estimated 7,276,000 persons at work on farms during the week of 
March 21-27, were 640,000 more than a month earlier, There were about 600,000 more 
family workers and nearly a quarter of a million more hired workers employed as 

spring work was starting in most parts, of’ the country. The increases were about the 
.usual for the season,. Pre alee ci Ais 


There were 2 percent fewer persons working on farms in Merch this year than a year 
ago, The decrease is partly due to an earlier season a year ago and unfavorable 
weather during the survey week this year, in some parts of the countrys 


Farm wage rates on. April 1 were about the same as a year ago for the country as a 
wholes The seasonably adjusted index stood at 507 compared to 508 a year earlicr, 
Wage rates were higher than last. year in the Northeast, and the South Atlantic St ates, 
about the same in the South Central States and-down in the North Central States and 
in the West. peek oe age oe 

National averages of individual types of rates Showed varying changes from a year 
ago. Some rates were up, some down, and some remained the same. This was also truc 
for all geographic regions ‘except two. In the West North Central and Mountain 
States, all types ‘of rates were less than a year earlier, 

Differences in the level. of average wage rates between January 1 and April 1 depend 
on a number of factors, The averares of. individual rates are affected not only by 
changes in the rates themselves but also by changes in the numbcrs of hired workers 
employed at various rates. In addition the weighted average of all types of rates 
is affected by differences in the factors used to compute equivalent hourly rates, 
However, the seasonaliy adjusted index of farm:wage rates indicates a 3 percent de- 
cline in farm wage rates from January 1 to Apri wd.) 2 The Level of wage rates in 
most regions was also lower except in the New England, South Atlantic and Pacific 
States where the adjusted index was higher and in the West North Central-States 
where the index was unchanged. 


Parm work in late March this year was feneralily not as far long as a year ALO» 

Field work was not yet started in most of the norhtern border otates. In addition, 
rain in many areas of the eastern part of the country during the survey week slowed 
or delayed field work. In parts of Oklahoma and Texas, farmers were delaying spring 
planting because of dry weather. 


Farm activities in most parts of the country consisted of plowing, working land and 
planting spring crops. Planting of oats was about finished as far north as Kansas 
was underway in southern Iowa, Illinois, and Indiana and starting in northern parts 
of this area, Land intended for corn was also being prepared in most parts of the 
country. in the South, corn and cotton were being } Southern parts of 
Mississippi, Alabama, Georgia, and South Carolina ahd nT DES +R of TpRay, | Tobacco 
was also being sect in the more southern regions, 0 heGURREM dbPia Rag ics included 
orchard prunning end making of maple sugar and sir 
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FARM EMPLOYMENT AND WAGE RATES -2o 


The total number of persons at work on farms in late March was 13 percent greater 
than a month earlier for the country as a whole. Increases by regions ranged from 
10 percent to 16 percent except for New England where the increase was lesse In the 
New England, East South Central and West South Central States, increases were less 
than the average for recent yearse In the West North Central, Mountain and Pacific 
States the increase.in total employment was larger than usual. 


FARM EMPLOYMENT: JANUARY 7 THROUGH MARCH 1954, WITH COMPARISONS 1 
GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS: . 1948=52 1951 


TOTAL FARM EMPLOYMENT 
United States an 6,923 
_ Mountain - . 283 
Pacific 475 


FAMILY WORKERS 2/ 


~ United States 
- Mountain 
_ Pacific 
HIRED WORKERS 3/ 
“United States 
Mountain — 
Pacific 
1/ Persons employed during the last full calendar week ending at least one day be- 
fore the end of the month. 2/ Includes farm operators doing one or more hours of 
farm work and members of their families working 15 hours or more-during the survey 
week without cash wagese 3/ Includes all persons doing one or more hours of farm 
work during the survey week for paye 


FARM WAGES, SELECTED STATES, APRIL 1, 1953 AND APRIL is 19641 /~ 
PER MONTH | eo} OPER HOUR 
Without Board 


Without Board 
and Room ‘and Room 


eee eae 


x EOS pes Br oh ae 
Mont. 164.00 156.00 193.00 193.00 8.00 
IDAHO 171.200 165.00 215,00 


8.80 » 
Wyoe 
Colo. 
Ne Mex. 
Ariz. 
Utah 
Neve 
Washe 
Orege 
Calif. . 
W058 oe” RLS 00 17 0a re a OP 
1/ Certain wage rates are not estimated because 


‘they are relatively unimportant. 
Issued Boise, Idaho April 13, 1954 | 
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"LEAR EMPLOYMENT AND WAGE RATES = JULY 1, 195) 


IDAHO: The composite index of farm wage rates for Idaho on July 1, 1954 was 95. | 

‘percent of the 1910~1l: average according to the USDA CROP REPORTING SERVICE ' 
for IDAHO, This was 2h points below:last July and the lowest index since. October, ~ 
1951, which was L706 The annual index for 1953 was 520 compared with 86 for 1951. . 


oy ae Be ro gow erick SOREN 
The average wage rate per month with. board and room this July was $165, six dollars’ 
below last July. “Wages per month with house declined from an average of $217.00 to: 
$210.00. The rate per day without board or room on July 1 as compared to a year 

earlier was-down from $9.20 to $8.50 and the rate paid for hour, with board. or room; 
was down from $1,07 to $1.0h, ) 


The labor supply was adequate, although some shorteges were expected when the sweet: 
cherry crop hit its peak, but these workers were expected to be obtained from nearby 
areaS. | Pstute § eno, es 

- UNITED STATES: More persons were employed as hired workers on farms during the’ week 
TeV of June 20-26 than a year earlier while farm wage rates were lower. 
However, the number of family workers for the U,S, was about, 200,000 less than a 
year ago, which more than offset the inetéase in the number of hired workers, A 
little over 9-1/2 million people were at work on farms. Of this total, about 7 
million were farm operators and wpaid members of their families, 


ee - Men 


In comparison with a month earlier, the total number of persons working on farms was 
up about the usual 4 percent, The number of family workers was less than a month 
earlier, by more than the usual percentage while the increase in the number of hired 
workers was greater than usual, However, the increase in the number of hired workers 
was the same as a year ago, ; 
Wage rates of hired farm workers over the U.S. were 2 percent’ lower than a year 
earlier, The average of all rates on an hourly basis was 66,3 cents compared with 
67.5 cents a year earlier, All types of rates were lower except per day with board 
and room and perday with house which were the same, . 


Farm wage rates continued the downward movement shown in April but the decrease in 
the quarter just past was quite small, The wage rate index, seasonally adjusted, was 
505 on July 1 compared with 507 on April 1.. Individual.types of wage rates, except. 
for per day with house rates, rose from April 1 to July 1 as they usually do at this 
Season, However, the increase was less than usual for the season, 


Farm wage rates were also lower than they were a year earlier except in three reg- . 
ions, They remained about the same in the East North Central States and were up... 
slightly in the Middle Atlantic and West South Central States, In the East North 
Central and Middle Atlantic States, wage rates in industry probably tended to hold 
up farm wage rates, In the West South Central States, wage rates were probably held 
up by more favorable crop prospects in Oklahoma and texas than in 1953, a 


The wage rate level dropped from April 1 in all regions, The decreases amounted to 
less than a half percent in the West South Central and Pacific States, The largest 
decreases were a 3=percent drop in the Mountain States and a 2=percent drop in the 

West North Central States, 


Hot, dry weather in most of the country during the week of June 20=26, made rapid 
progress on farm work possible, Rains, in Iowa, which raised streams to flood stage, 
delayed work in some areas of the State, The rains and flood in southern Texas came 
late in the survey week and had little effect on employment. 


The major jobs for the country as a whole were harvesting small grains, making hay 
and cultivating various crops, Small grain havest was about over in the southern 
part of the country and starting in southern areas of the East North Central States, 
Winter wheat harvest was finished in the earlier areas of Texas and just starting in 
the northern High Plains, The Kansas wheat harvest was sbout half finished with 


most of the crop harvested in the South, Hay making re: i. tion-were in 
progress practically everywhere, Cotton hoeing and chot Petits rébeeding well in 
B  CORRENT SEAL REGSR QD” | 


the South and the Southwest, 


| 
(over) | * JUL 9.9 1954 
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FARM EMPLOYMENT & WAGE RATES ~ -. mee , 
__PERSONS | EMPLOYED a ee OF JUNE 20-26, 195h, _WITH COMPARISONS 


Oey ay oe May 
fens 2)1~30 2127 23=29 
ater 1VEx52 L/ Pe 1993 ealibiebees 195 


~ June 
20026 
1954, 


GEOGRAPHIC. DIVISION, ‘ 


| TOTAL, FARM EMPLOYMENT .- 


United States: ~ 10,600 9,288 
Mountain ks. hos 
Pacific 755 
TOTAL FAMILY WORKERS 2/°[ 7 fan Sigh ike Fale ge 
. United States 7,986 Teeok 
Mountain 26 267 
wugracific ° 369 
TOTAL HIRED WORKERS "3/- a ean | Mier ee rr Se nk Soa 
“United States’ 2,61) 
‘Mountain — ae TED 
Pacific | 386 


Persons employed during the last full calendar week ending at least one day 
before the end of the month. 2/ Includes-farm operators doing one’or more hours 
of farm work and members of their Families working 15 hours or more during the survey 
week without cash wages. 3/ Includes all persons doing one or more hours of boa 
work during the survey week for pay. 


FARM WAGE RATES BY STATES JULY 1, 1983 & 1954 ay 
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| PER MONTH | PER DAY PER HOUR 
With Board With { Without Board |Without Board 

‘and Room =. louse or Room or Room 

ben 953) [oye eee << Bie RS gD 19 9 

, Do... as ese , oTss 
Montana 167400 -| 171500.) 204,00 /220h [0011 Os70 (i GsG0 I boo hulece 
IDAHO 171,00) 165500 |<217 200: 12210, 00" |= 9e20 BL 50 le 1e07, tee On 
Wyoming 152500} Wi5.00°| 201500 |, 192.00 | 7270. | ween ede ele? 
Colorado 12,00 | 133.00 | “190200 | 179,00 | 7.90]. 7.30] “9h | .90 
New Mexico 112,00 | 110,00° |" 156.00 |" 1563004 “6,00 6.00. Syste haute ae 
Arizona 155400 le150,00c]-200s00s19 220.00 #117200 weed eto 279 
Utah | 190.00 | 190,00 | 208,00 | 210,00 | 8.ho C200: tel, LCs ee OO 
Nevada | 168.00 | 165.00 | 190:00 | 190,00 | 8.00 750M LOA S00 


Washington . 198,00 | 193.00 
Oregon 3 2008 EL 2200 
Pome: Ba LOS, OC) tle LOOLOD 


229,00 | 230,00 - = | eee at 

210.00 | 202,00 - - 1.10 | 1,08 

— —|199200 | 150,00 | _ 20.00 | 238,00 mia RLeOS. wt 
124.00 1 122,00 | 161.00 T 160,00 |" ae EP oe peLyeoh a etsy Pe e 

Serbaia wage rates are not estimated for some States because they arc relatively 

unimportant, 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTU 


Agrieulturel Estimates Saha | 
Pie | : 
FARM EMPLOYMENT AND WAGE RATES - OCTOBER BID More. OF ACRIEULAUIRE | 
IDAHO: The index of composite farm wage rates for Idaho“on October 1, 1950 was 
513 percent of the 1910-1) average according to the USDA CROP REPORTING SERVICE 
for IDAHO. This was 18 points above July 1, 195, but 8 points below October 1, 


1953 and seven points below the annual averaze for last year, 


The average wage rate per month with board and room this October was 175, four 
dollars above last October, Wages per month with house at wel? were the same as 
last October. The rate per day, without board or room, was down from last yearts 
29430 to $9.10 this October and the rate paid per hour without board or room was 
down from $1.09 to 1.06, 


The labor supply was thought to be adequate, but some shortages were expected when 
the late potato harvest reached volume proportions. 


UNITED STATES: Wage rates paid hired farm workers about October 1 continued the 
downward trend which started carly in the year. The index of farm 
wages dropped 1 percent from July and is now percent below January 1, Wage rates 
,on October 1 are also 2 1/2 percent less than a year earlier, 


The number of people at work on farms during the weck of September 19—25, was up 
about a million and a half from a month earlier to 11,22h,000 as cotton picking | 
became gerieral in the South, However, there were nearly 100,000 fewer people 
doing farm work than a year carlier, if small increase 4n the number of hired 
workers was not enough to offsct a decrease in the number of family workers, 


The drop in the Seasonally adjusted wage rate indices was general except in the: 
West North Central States and the East South Central States. In tho West North. 
‘Central States, the index was up @ percent perhaps due to Some shift in the season- 
al employment pattern, Tn the Hast South Central States, the index remained about 
the same. The largest decroascs occurred in the Middle Atlantic, South Atlantic, 
and West South Central States, 


The decreases from a year ago in wage rates was fairly uniform for the entire 
country. There were decreascs in all geographic regions with the smallest drop 

in the Pacific States and the largest in the East South Central Statcs. The de- 
Cline in the East South Central States stands out because wage rates reached their 
peak in this region in October a year ago, 


Changes in individual types of rates from July 1 to October 1 varied, For the 
national averages, monthly and weekly rates, daily rates with board and room, and 
hourly rates without board or room were all down. In some cases, the change in 
national averages was due to actual changes in rates while in others it was due to 
shifts in the proportions of workers omployed at the rate, In the case of monthly 
rates, averages for gcographic regions were down from July with one ¢xception, 

The national average hourly rate without board or room was down 12 cents but the 
averages for all recions except those in the South were 1 or 2 cents lowcr than 
the previous quarter, In the South Atlantic and West South Central Statcs, this 
rate was up slightly and was unchanged in the Fast South Central States. In this 
case, a large inereasc in the South in the proportion of workers employed at this 
rate was responsible for the Change in the national average. Regional averages 
for the hourly rate without board or room ranged from 52 to 66 conts in the South 
while in all other regions it was above 90 cents, 


In comparison with a year earlicr, individual types of wage rates wore all lower 
than a year ago on the national level, This was also truc for most regional aver~ 
ages, However, in the Last and Wost North Central, Mountain and Pacific States 
monthly rates with house were up from last year, This probably indicates continued 
distaculty in finding qualificd workers for year-round jobs, Hourly rates without 
board or room, the rate most commonly used for scasonal labor, were 2 cents less 
for the entire country and ranged from 1 to 3 cents less for geographic rogions, 


(Over) 


FARM EMPLOYMENT & WAGE RATES oho 
PERSONS EMPLOYED DURING WEEK OF SEPT, 19-25, 195), WITH COMPARISONS 


Sept, . huge Sept. Aug. Sept. 
GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION Average 23-29 20-26 22—=28 19-25 
6-52 i/ | 1953 1953 195u 195) 
TOTAL FARM EMPLOYMENT ie Tien AG sks coat dus 
United States 12,669 . 9,9 ee 11,299 9,666 
52 [ye 63 
= pacific. Bee lesb oa Riigee aN reallettilhg 
ik SE ORR is 9 Lo et 18 yt [ — '2° 4 — -'2 : 
Galena States” Folate Ma Teiber be Bee 7,043 
Mountain 2og"e}® Aaibeee Te Wane 252 
PN BBOEETG Mis oo at bug Soot age hn ee eee 
TOTAL HIRED WORKERS 37 | re 
United States — 4 3,156 Ca EM: 3,068 2,623 
- Mountain 2h3 | oie 202 211 
Pacific : Pees. 418 67 07 


aE Borsons employed during the last full calendar week ending at least onc day 
before the end of the month. 2/ Includes farm operators doing one or more hours. 
of .farm work and mombers of their familics working 15 hours or more during the 
Survey week without cash wagcs, 3/ Includes all persons doing one or more hours 
of farm work during the survey week for pay. 


FARM WAGE RATES BY STATES OCTOBER 1, 1953 & 195. ve 


___ PER MONTH it "PER DAY 
“Wath Board pie han hig Without oaral Without Board 
Room or Room 


House | or Room |} 
aoe 1953 | 195k 1953 | 195] | 


DEO ears 


Montana | 165.00 leet POUR -00 7° 200,00 | “8.20 b Galle | 1 od berpeleoe 
IDAHO 171.00 175500 | 217.00 217.00 | 9.30 1.09.) 2206 
Wyoming 155.00 | 140.00 | 200.00 | 195,00 | 8.20 1,00: 4. V,0le 
Colorado 134.00 | 134.00} 186,00 ieee 00} 7.90 ooh eee 
New Mexico 108,00 } 106,00 |° 15.00 00} 5.80 ao) 07/2 
Arizona 160,00 f 150,00 | 200.00' =e COT to 7 8G 80 82 
4 Utah , 180.00 | 180,00 | 200,00 | 200.00 | 8.0 Tet} 165 
Nevada: .° 170.00 | 160.00] 190.00} 185.00 | 8,00 TalO"| ¥.05 
Washington ' 1,197.00 |. 208.00 |. 235.00 | 239.00) 1 ke Lee as 
Oregon 174.00 | 168,00 | 203.00 | 205.00 | 1.10 | 1408 
California __| 180.00 | 177.00 20.00 He 240,00 1.07 |.1.06 
UNITED STATES’ 723,00 17120.00 150.00 | 1h9%.00: | Se FO: =& Ae Wik arses 


erp lesen crea eee : 
ertain wage rates arc not cstimatcd for som some io States. becausc they are rclative= 
‘ly Tp Stans : 
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IDAHO: The index of composite wage rates paid to Idaho farm laborers on April l, 
1955 at 504 percent of the. 1910-14 average, was practically the same as a year 
&GO, according to the USDA CROP REPORTING SERVICE for IDAHO. The rate per month 
With house averaged $210 on both April 1, 1954 and 1955. However, the monthly 
rate with board and room was down: from $165 to $160. The rate per day, without 
board or room, remained the same at $8.60; while the hourly rate under the same 
category increased from $1.02 to $1.04 per houre 


There was a definite shortage of experienced farm workers especially for perman= 
ent year around employment, but otherwise the labor supply was adequates. Farming 
activities have been delayed by cold, windy weather and snowcovere The general 
Season was estimated to be ten days to two weeks behind schedule, but farmers in 
‘retarded areas were busy with preparations for the coming of spring activities. 


UNITED STATES: About 6,918,000 persons were at work on farms during the week of 
March 20-26, With the beginning of the Spring planting season, the number of fam 
workers increased 819,000... The increase of 13 percent was about the same as usual. 
The number of family workers was up 12 percent froma month earlier while the num- 
ber of hired workers was 22 percent largere 


In comparison with a year earlier, there were 5 percent fewer family workers and 

S percent fewer hired workerse These decreases are probably partially accounted 
for by differences in weather conditions. However, some of the decline is a contir 
vation of the long-time dowmtrend in the number of persons working on farmse 


Wage rates for hired farm workers about April 1 averaged 2 pereent-higher than a 
year earlier for the country ‘as a wholee The seasonally adjusted index was 516 
compared with 507 last April. All types of rates were higher or the samee In com- 
parison with the previous quarter, farm wage rates averaged about 1 percent lower. 
All ‘types of rates were down except weekly rates. The weekly rate with board and 
room was unchanged and the rate without board or reom was up slightly. 


Comparisons of farm wage rates for’ April 1 with January 1 rates on a national 
basis, are difficult because of shifts between regions ‘in numbers of hired.work=- 
erse Wage rates by States and regions usually rise from January 1 to April l 

yet the national averages usually decrease because of a higher proportion of hired 
workers in the lower wage areas in Aprile For example,” in January about 40 pers 
cent of the hired farm workers were employed in the South while about Aprid 1 

this proportion increased to 60 percente The proportion of hired workers in the 
East South Central States nearly doubled. — . 


Averages of all types of farm wage rates by regions, were up from a year ago for 
all regions except the West South Central where they were the saniee Unfavorable 
crop prospects in parts of the area my have tended to hold down rate increases.e 
Individual typés of rates were mostly the same or higher than a year ALOe 


The seasonally adjusted index shows a 1 percent decrease in farm wage rates from 
January for the Nation but changes by regions varied. The index was up in the 
Fast North Central and West North Central States, the South, and the Pacific 
States and down elsewhere. Averages of individual types of rates wore generally 
up from January 1 to April 1 except in the West South Central States, The aver- 
ages of all types of rates dropped in this region but not as much as usual as the 
seasonally adjusted index was upe In contrast to this situation, in the New Enge 
land States, the averages for the region for all individual rates were the same 
or higher in April than January but increased less than usual since the season- 
ally adjusted index was down. 


Farm work during the week of March 20#26 was delayed in most parts of the countrye 
Two cold waves, one at the beginning of the week and the other at the end of the 
weck slowed or stopped most field worke Temperatures averaged below normal in 
practically all areas. The area from Texas north to North Dakota and Montana had 
the coldest weather. Average temperatures were from 6 degrees below normal in tho 
southern part of Texas to nearly 30 degrees below normal in parts of Montanade 
Rainfall was light in most areas except for a part of northern Alabama and Miss= 
issippi, central Tenncssec, and in New Jersey and the southern New England Statcos. 


(Over) 


FARM EMPLOYMENT AND WAGE RATES — -2e 


Where possiblo, farmers were busy deena and planting Spring crops. Corn planting 
was starting as far north as northern South Carolinae Some cotton was boing plant= 
ed in southcrn Georgia, Alabama, and Mississippie Potatoes were being planted in 
the Virginia Eastorn Shore area, in contral Now Jersoy, and on Long Islands Onts 

‘ “were being seceded in the southern part of the North Central Regione Some plowing 
was being done as far north’as southern Michigan. ‘Farther north,. field work had not 
yet started. In some places along the northern border the ground was still frozon. 


FARM EMPLOYMENT: JANUARY THROUGH MARCH rei EAE digital 
GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS » 1950—54.: 1952 1953 “1954. 
Bien ceri = 0. U's: 8 *n d's. 


TOTAL FARM EMPLOYMENT 


- United States — BSUS! 87 FBS 7O8 6,643 6,556 | 
Mountain — 2764 274 - o7e 271 
oo VERE ETS 4.70 ne wad 465 455 
FAMILY. WORKERS 2/ hie 
~ United asians 53676 Sore 5,529 5448 
Mountain . 202 198 197 
Pacific 298 ‘$00 290" 
HIRED WORKERS .3/ ! 
United States 1,142 1,126 1,108 
Mountain 16 oad ee ek ee fv Tek 
Pacific Sur aaerd: ATT 170 165. 


T7 Porsons on employed during the Yast Fult calendar week ending at least one day be- 
Tore the end of the. monthe B/ Includos farm’ operators doing one or more hours of 

farm work and members of thoir familios working 15 hours or more during the survey 
week without cash wages. 3/ Includes all porsons doing one or more hours. of farm 

work during the survey weck for pays 


FARM WAGES, ' SELECTED STATES, APRIL 1, (1954 ‘AND APRIL 1, 1955 1/ 
| PER MONTH a PER DAY 

Baye Wi th See , | Without Board. 
and Hoaqm..8.") and. .Room 


Tiss [ives see 1984 | 1568. 


Be ee es 


; Without Board 


| STATE and - Room 


Mont 1415005... 1863007) “Lol scon : mtaco 770 

| IDAHO- 210,00. 1,210.00. | “165,00 |° "160,00 8.60 |. 8.60 

Wyo. 191.00 196.00: | (T40,00 | 141,00°4<2%.80. sh, 8.00 

|} Colo. 180,00 182,00° | “130,00 134.00. 7620 740: 

“| Ne Moxe 146.00 159.00 | 108.00 112400] 6500 580 

Ariz 200,00 |. 220,00, | “145,00 °1* 150,00 6.80 7030 

Utah - 205.00 | 207200 180.00 180.00: |: 8.00.:| 8,00 
Neve 185.00 180.00 160.00 '1°°160,005| “7.6G 


7290 > 


236400 178.00 | 186.00 oe -- 
_ 205.00 165,00 | 167.00 -~ -- 
237.00 | 180,00 | 184.00 “= ~~ 
145.00 | ~ TF 007 T1007 ABeuy 1 oy no | 


l/ Certain wage os: are not estimated because they are relatively unimportant. 
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FARM EMPLOYMENT AND WAGE. RATES = JULY 1, 1950 


IDAHO: The composite index of farm wage rates for Idaho on July 1, 1955.was 516 
percent of the 1910-14 average according to the USDA CROP REPORTING -SBRVICE.for./ 
IDAHO. ‘his was 21 points above last July but 3 points below July of 1955 when 

the index level was 0194 | 


The average wage rate per month with board-and room this July-was $170¢00,: five 
dollars above last Julye Wage rates per month with house increased from an | 
average of {210.00 last July to $218.00 this yeare The rate per day without | 
board or. room was up from $8<50 to $9el0 and the rate paid per hour without board . 


Mi , 


or room increased from $1.04 a year ago to 41,06. 
Local supplies of agricultural labor were not enough to meet haying, beet thinning 
and irrigation demandse A shortage of ‘cherry pickers’ has developed in the~sweet 

cherry sections of southwest Idaho and additional péa and strawberry pickers were. 
needed in the main arease ame 
UNITED STATES: About 965 million people were at work on farms during the week of ~ 
June 19-25. Of this total, 6.8 million were operators and unpaid members of their, | 
families and 2.5, million were hired workers. The number of family workers was 2 | 

percent..lgss, than a year garlier and ,jthe number of hired workers was 6 percent lesse 


In comparison with a month earlier, the number of family workers was down 2 percent 
while the, number, of hired workers was, up avouta fourth, or about a half millions. 

Both changes were about usual for the seasone , \ * . 

: ays a ° ® ‘ ane 

On a regional basis, wage rates averaged higher than a year ago in all regions 
except the: West, North Central. Increases varied from 1 percent to 4 percent with re 
the largest increase in the New England States. Increases in industrial wage rates 
probably. had the, greatest effdet in this areas, Individual rates were also all age 


higher ‘thar’é, year earlier exéépt inthe West North Central Weeseand in-a- few. &+- 


cases where individual rates held stoadye In the West North Central States, the 
monthly rate with house, and the daily rate without board or room were under a year 
earlier while the hourly rate without board or room remained the same» Rather slow 
progress of winter wheat harvest may account for the failure of wage rates to in# 
crease in this region as they did in other regionSe 


Individual types of wage rates for the country as a whole were up from April 1 but 
not as much as usual as indicated by tho drop of 1 percent in the seasonally ad- 
justed index. The index indicates that by regions, changes from April 1 were mixede 
The index was down in the Middle Atlantic, East and West North Central, and South 
Atlantic States, up in the New ngland, East and West South Central States, and 
about the same in the Mountain and Pacific Statese The largest changes were the 
increase in the New England Statos and the decrease in the West North Central States 
Changes in other Regions were about 1 percent or lesse 


For individual types of rates, practically all rates in all regions were up season= 
ally except in the South Atlantic Statcse In this region, all individual rates 
were lower than the previous quartere A decrease in individual types of rates is 
usual for the season in this region, but the decrease in the seasonally adjusted 
index indicates a little greater than usual drop this yeare Wage rates in this 
region are probably influenced by large numbers of children out of school working 
for lower rates than persons available about April 1. 


Woather during the week of June 19-25 was generally favorable for farm worke 
Temperatures were a little above normal in the Mountain States and slightly below 
normal in the rest of the countrye Rain in the form of scattered showors was light 
in most of the countrye Moderate to heavy rains hit the Atlantic Coast, eastern 
Texas, and a narrow belt from Eastern Wyoming to Tennessece 


Farm work during the survey week consisted largely of cultivation of row crops and 
harvest of small grains and hayse Cultivation of crops was in progress practically 
everywheres In some aroas of the South, crops had been "laid by." Smill grain 
harvest was completed in much of the South and was starting in the North Central 
Statose 
(Over) | 
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Winter wheat harvest was completed in Texas oxcopt in the High Plains area and was 
well along in Kansase In Kansas, cloudy weather, uneven ripening, and weeds were 
Slowing harvest slightly.s Very little combining was done in the western part of 
the States Supplies of mon and oquipment were adequatee 


Most planting was completed before the ond of Junee However, in parts of the South, 
Soybeans and grain sorghums were being planted.after small grains had been harvested, 


PERSONS EMPLOYED DURING WEEK OF JUNE 19-25, 1955, WITH COMPARISONS 


June 
Average 
1950-54 1 


| 
|GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION 


{TOTAL FARM EMPLOYMENT 
United States 
Mountain 

Pacific 


TAL FAMILY WORKERS 2 ee eee eee ‘ — — ee ee ——_— =— =< == 


United Sites Piss) se ft aeae 6,994 6,947 6,832 
Mountain 248 pe ee? bag Fr 259 224 
Peet tle Ua k yearn sae S670. bo Bee bo BeO. Eee) aan ee 
TOTAL HIRED WORKERS 3/7 7 7 | 
United States 2,563 
| 


Mountain 180 
Facitic 376 
1/ Persons employed during the last full ealendar week ending at least one day 
before the end of the monthe 2/ Includes farm operators doing one or more hours of 
farm work and membors of their families working 15 hours or more during the survey 
week without cash wagese 3/ Includes all persons doing one or more hours of farm 
work during the survoy week for pays 


FARM WAGE RATES BY STATES JULY 1, 1954 & 1955 1/ 
PER MONTH | , 


a’ fs 


' Mon tana 171.00 7 167.00 | 204,00 PEO OC Td 5700 
| IDAHO 165.00 | 170,00 | 210,00 |: 218.00 | 8.50 
bea: 145.00 } 144.00 192.00 | 205200}; 8440 
Colorado 133200 | 140.00 | 179,00 | 184.00] 7,30 
| New Mexico + 110.00 | 125,00 | 156,00 | 164.00 | 6,400 
Arizona 150.00 | 155.00 | 210,00 | 250.00 | 7420 
Utah 190,00 | 185.00 | 210,00 | 220.00} 8400 
Nevada | 165,00 | 160,00 | 190.00 | 188.00} 7640 
| Washington | 193.00 | 198,00 | 230.00 | 244.00} -- 
Oregon | 172,00 | 172,00 | 202,00) 220,004 “ee 
California _ 4 280,00 190200 ; 238400 | 245,00] <= 
UNITED STATES 22.00 | 125600 | 160,00 | 163.00 | 520 


1/ Certain wage rates are hot estimated for some States because they are relatively 


unimportante 
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FARM EMLOYMENT AND WAGE RATES - OCTOBER 15-1955 Se 


IDAHO: “The index of composite farm wage rates for Idaho on October 1, 1955 was 527 


percent of the 1910-1) average according to the USDA CROP REPORTING SERVICE for 
IDAHO. This was 11 points above July 1955, and 14 points above October 195h, 


The average wage rate per month with board and room this October was “177, two dol- 
lars above last October, Wages per month with house at $219 averared two dollars 
above last year. The rate per day, without board or room, was up from $9.10 to 
$9.10, conpared with. October lst of last year, and the rate paid per hour without 
board or room was up from $1.06 to $1,10, 


UNITED STATIS: A total of 10,849,000 persons, 375,000 less than a year earlier, 
worked on farms during the week of September 18-2, The number of family workers 
was down @ percent from a year earlier while hired workers totaled 7 percent less, 
The large decrease in the number of hired workers was partly due to rain and partly 
to the advanced stage of farm work in certain areas, 


The increase from a month earlier in total employment of about a million and quar=~ 
ter was a little less than usual, Family workers were up a little more than a 
million, about the usual percentage increase. The number of hired worlcers was up 
6 percent in contrast to an average increase of about 13 percent and an 18-percent 
increase last year, 


Farm wage rates on about October 1 were up 3 percent from a year earlier and about 

2 percent from July 1, The farm wage rate index for October 1 this year was 518 
compared with 502 a year earlier and 510 for the previous quarter. Farm wage 

rates are apparently being influenced by increases in wage rates in non-agricultural 
jobs, 


Individual types of wage rates averaged higher than a year earlier for all classi- 
fications except one which was unchanged, The monthly rate with house was up $5 
to average $15), the per day without board or room rate was up lO cents to average 
$5.70 while the per hour without board rate of 77 cents was up 2 cents, 


When compared with the previous quarter, per day with house, per day without board 
or room and per hour with house rates averaged higher. The per month with board 
and room rate was unchanged and all other types of rates droppede These changes 
followed the usual pattern of scasonal change but variations from the usual amount 
of change resulted in an average for all rates which was up more than usual, 


Wage rates, as measured by the seasonally adjusted index, wore up from a year ago 
on October 1 for all geographic regions. Increases wore largest in the New England, 
East South Central, West South Central and Mountain States. The average was up 
least for the West North Central States where demand for farm labor as indicated 

by the low level of hircd employment was light. When compared with the previous 
quarter farm wage rates October 1 were lower in the New England, Middlc Atlantic 

and South Atlantic States and the same for the Pacific States, In all other 2co-= 
graphic regions, they were higher, 


Part of the survey week was rainy over most of the Great Plains, the Upper Missis~ 
Sippi and Ohio Valleys and the Northcast, Hcavy rains fell in most of Oklahoma, 
north central Texas, southeastern New Mcxico, west central Arkansas, most of Kan~ 
sas, the northwestcrn part of Missouri, southwestern Iowa and southeastern Nebraska, 
Another arca of heavy rainfall included most of the Nebraska-South Dakota border 
countics and extended across much of the western half of South Dakota, The south- 
ern halt of Indiana and southwestern Ohio and an area covering the castcrn half of 
North Carolina and extending into the coastal sections of Virginia and South Caro- 
lina also had heavy rains, Temperaturcs averaged above normal in most of the 
eastern half of the country south of the Great Lakes. By the lattor part of the 
weck, howevor, most of the country had cool weather. 


(Over) 


FARM EMPLOYMENT & WAGE RATES -2- 
7 PERSONS EMPLOYED DURING WE®K OF SEPT. 18-2h, ,1955, WITH COMPARISONS | 
septe Aug, | Septe 
Average 22-28 19-25 
Bosh 1/| 195k | 198k 


Thousands 


GUOGRAPHIC DIVISION 


TOTAL FARM EMPLOYMENT 


United States 11,683 9,666 | 11,22) 
Mountain 193° 163 62 
pega 798 Thh , 198 


Cle ee eee et wwe fmm fee ee 


United ie oF 8,521 75043 8,127 

Mountain 279 252 263 

Pacific 33h 337 Be oe 
TOTAL. HIRED WORKERS 370° 1.10" % pila ig ee i hn a 

United States 3 5k62 | 250230, 0.85097 

Mountain : 21h 211 199 

Pacific 6, hO7 h6h, 


Persons employed during the last full calendar week ending at least one cay 
before the end of the month, 2/ Includes. farm operators doing one or more hours 

of farm work and members of their families working 15 hours or more during the sur- 
vey weck without cash wages, ay Includes all persons doing one or more hours of 
farm work during the survey week for paye 


FARM WAGE RATES BY STATES OCTOBER 1, 195) & 1955 1/ 
Ki | PER MONTH — oh eae DAL 


With Board With Without Board Without boar 
and Room House or Room or Room 


PEEL URS GEs Elbe igh 11 


D) OL - acres 


Montana 165.00 j 165.00 } 200,00 97000 6076.0 | 6.30 1403 
TDAHO 175.00 | 177.00 | 217.00 | 219,00 [9-10 9.0 1.06 
Wyoming 140.00 | 144,00 | 195.00 |200.00 | 7.80 | 8.50 us 
Colorado 13.00 4 141 g00)/282.00 1191.00 7 7,70" 17.80 

New Mexico 106.00 | 122,00 | 152,00 |.170.0015.80 1{6.l0 ys 
Arizona 150.00 | 160,00 | 210.00 |235.00 17.50 | 8.00 Oe 
Utah 180.00 é | &,20 1.05 
Nevada 160.00 6,00 
Washington 208.00 | 

Oregon 168,00 | 


Califormmie 9. UL kile08 
UNITED STATES _| 120,00 


Certain wage rates are not estina tod rasan they are. relatively wunimortant. 
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<iMENT oF AGRICULTURE & 
FARM BMPLOYAENT AND AND WAR RATES =. JANUARY 1, 1986 ae 


IDAHO: The index of composite farm wage rates for Idaho on January 1, 1956 was 538 


“percent of the 1910=14 average, according to the USDA CROP REPORTING SERVICE for 


IDAHO. This was 14 points above a year earlier, 11 points above the 1955 annual 


average and 6 points above October 1, 1955, 


The average wage rate per month with board and room this January was $166, four 
dollars above last January The rate ‘per month with house at $209200 was six 
dollars above last January. The rate per day without board or room was up from . 


¥8e60-on January 1, 1955 to $8690 this year, and the rate per hour without board: or 


room was up from $1.05 to $1.07. 


UNITED STATES : The number of persons at work on farms during the week of hebamtes 
ra dropped to 6,088,000, “The decrease from a month earlier amounted ‘to“about 
2a-percent, the fated beni ine for the month, The number of family workers dropped 
1,163,000 while the number of hired workers was down 575,000 or about 35 percent. 


od 


In comparison with a year ago, there were 3 percent fewer workers employed on... 
farms in late Decembere There was a small increase in the number of hired workers 


but is Was more aha. n offset to the decrease in the number of family workers 


The average number of persons a on farms: in. 1955 was 8,237,000, douil Bair 
2e5 percent from 1954, The decline was in both. family and ba wad Foner: although 
the number of hired workers decreased only 128 percent while the number of fame 


‘ily workers showed a drop of 2.8 percent. 


- Farm wage rates on: ‘about. January 3 averaged slightly higher than a year earlier 


for the country asa wholes ‘The’ seasonally adjusted wage rate index for January 

1 this. year was 522 compared with 521 a year earlier. Individual types of wage 
rates were’all higher tthan-a year-earlier.- January 1 farm wage rates averaged 
higher than a year earlier-in.all- ‘geographic regions. Apparently farm wage rates 
aré being influenced to some extent by; increases in-wage rates in noneagricultural 
Jobs. ; : ‘ 


Per month rates with house hveranes $156. 00 for: the’ country as a ols with a high 
of $247.00 in the Pacific States. Per: day” rates without board or room averaged 


$5.40, These rates were highest in the New ‘England'States at $8.50 and lowest in 


the East South Central States at $46 05 and the South Atlantic States at $5.00. 
Hourly rates without board or room ranged from $1.11 im the Pacific States to $0.5 
in the East South Central States and averaged $0.91 for the entire coun trys 


The seasonally adjusted index of farm wage rates on about January 1 was nearly Be 
percent higher than the index for the previous quarter. During the past year farm 
wage rates dropped about 1 percent from January 1, 1955 to April 1 and continued 
to decline at a rate of about 1 percent to July 1, However, from July 1 to Octo- 
ber 1, the index advanced about lg percent. The rise in: the, index from October 
to January 1. is probably due in part to the establishment of new rates for workers 
employed the year round, Vorkers of this type are generally more highly skilled 
and have been reported increasingly more difficult ty obtain and retains 


Farm work during the week of December 18-24 was near its seasonal low and farmers 
in most parts of the country were doing little more than necessary chores. Temper= 
atures in the Northeast and North Central States were considerably below normal, 
but temperatures in the remainder of the country were above normals There was very 
little rainfall or snow except along the West Coast where heavy rains resulted in 
severe flooding in northern and central California and sections of Oregone Some 
of the jobs in the country, other than chores and maintenance work, were vegetable 
cultivation and harvest in Florida, Lowor Texas, Arizona and Southern California; 
cotton harvest in California, Arizona and Texas although this task was nearly com~ 
pleted and harvest of citrus in Florida and California. Farm activities in other 
areas included the stripping of tobacco in the Burley area and completion of sug- 
ar cane harvest in Louisianae 


The number of persons at work on farms during the survey week dropped sharply fram 
the previous month in all regions. Decreases were about as usual for the season 
except for a smaller than usual drop in the Mountain States and a larger than usual 
decline in the Middle Atlantic and West North Central States, 


(Over ) 
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PERSONS EMPLOYED DURING WEEK OF DECEMBER 18-24, 1955, WITH COMPARISONS 


GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION Average — 


00854 1 


‘ * « 
joe re i ee ete ire eee meen | ee 


TOTAL FARM EMPLOYMENT 
United States 
Mountain 
Pacific 
TOTAL FAMILY WORKERS oy 
_, United States 
Mountain 
Pacific 
FOAL HIRED WoRKERS 3/— 
United States 
Mountain 
Pasi ti e.. 

1 Persons employed during the, last full calendar week ending at. least one day. tie= 
ore the end of .the monthe .2/ Includes farm operators doing one or more hours of 
farm work and members of their families working 15 hours or more during the survey 
‘week without cash wagese’ 3/ Includes all persons doing one or more hours of farm 

work during the survey week for paye 


_FARM WAGE RATES BY STATES, JANUARY 1, 1955 AND 1956 1/ 


PeR MONTH 


STATE Wachee “With Board |Without Board | Without Board 
_ House And -Room or Room. or Room 
es Roe Be eee ee 1 Spb. 
wage Do. La rs 
Montana 178,00 190-00 145.90 . 150.00 , 7640 790 
IDAHO 203.00 | 209,00 | 162,00 | 166.00 |] 8.60 | 8.90 
Wyoming 194,00 | 195.00'1.140,00-] 143.00 | 7,490 780 
Colorado 176 ,00-' 1185.00 +} 228y00. | 136,00 |° 7940" } 7430 
New Mexico r1LEO"OO--7 177. 00 “FY BAl2 00 |. 124,00" B¥O0 6.30 
Arizona 220600 “] 226400 “| 160400. °F: 160,00 | 7640° |* 8.20 
Utah | 203.00° | 215.00 | 179.00] 190.00-| 8.20 820 
Nevada 18500 | 195.00 | 165.00 | 166.00 | 7.00 750 
Washington, 224.00 | 242.00 }.173,.00 | 184.00 -- -- 
Oregon 203.00 | 212.00 | 164.00 | 171.00 -- -- 
California 235.00 | 250.00 | 180.00 | 188.00 | -- -- 
“UNITED StAvBsT 158.00 |7156.00 | 122.00 [136.00 | 530 6940, - 


1/ Certain wage rates are not estimated for-some States because. hey are, relat= 
‘ively unimportant. : 


Issued Boise, Idaho. 
January 18, 1956 


Cecil C. Smith 
Agricultural Statistician 


— Clarence E. White | 
Agricultural Statistician In Charge 
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IDAHO: The index of composite wage rates paid told aborers on ‘April, 

1956 at 538 percent of the 191C- 14 average was 34 points (7 percent) 
greater than a year ago, according to the USDA CRO? REPORTING SERVICE for 
IDAHO, The rate per month with house averaged $224. 00, which was $14 above 
April, 1955. The monthly rate with board and room was up $21 compared with a 
year earlier. The rate per day without board or room at $9.10 was 50 cents 
greater while the hourly rate at $1.06 was 2¢ above April 1, 1955. 


RRE Ay Sic bat He wwhD 
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There is considerable demand for reliable and experienced farm workers as well 
as specially skilled laborers. Otherwise the labor supply is thought to be ade- 
quate. The season has been retarded by cold weather and recent frosts have 
caused considerable anxiety for the orchardists. Field activity was expected to 
reach full proportions within a short time. 


UNITED STATES: About 6,628,000 persons were at work on farms during the 

week of March 18-24. With the beginning of the spring plant- 
ing season, the number of farm workers increased 856, 000 compared with a month 
earlier. The increase of 15 percent was the same as usual. The number of fam- 
ily workers at 5, 374, 000 was up 13 percent from a month earlier while the num- 
ber of hired workers at 1, 254,000 was 25 percent larger. 


In comparison with a year earlier, there were 4 percent fewer persons working on 
farms in March this year than last. The decrease is probably partially accounted 
for by differences in weather conditions. However, some of the decline is a con- 
tinuation of the long-time downtrend in the number of persons working on farms, 


Wage rates for hired farm workers on April | averaged 4 percent higher than a 
year earlier for the country as a whole. The seasonally adjusted index was 538 
compared with 516 last April and with 522 the previcus quarter. Averages of all 
types of farm wage rates were higher for all regions than a year earlier. In- 
creases by regions ranged from a low 1.5 percent in the West North Central. 
States to a high of 6.4 percent in the Hast South Central States. 


Differences in the level of average wage rates between January | and April 1 de- 
pend on a number of factors and comparisons are difficult. The average of indi- 
vidual rates are affected not only by changes in the rates themselves but also by 
changes in the number of hired workers in different parts of the country and by, 
differences in the percentages of workers employed at various rates. In addition, 
the weighted average of all types of rates is affected by differences in the factors 
used to compute equivalent hourly rates. The seasonally adjusted index of iarm > 
wage rates indicated a 3- percent increase in farm wage rates from January, | to 
April 1. The level of wage rates in most regions was also higher except in the 
New england, ast North Central, Mountain, and Pacific States where the adjusted 
index was slightly lower. 


During the week of March 18- 24, abnormally cold weather together with rain de- 
layed farm work in the castern half of the country. frost and freezing tempera- 
tures extended to the southeastern coast and into Florida on several days. While 
winter conditions continued in the East, temperatures in the western half of the 
country averaged above normal. The warmer weather permitted farm work to 
begin in many northern areas and accelerated field activities in southern portions. 


Where possible, farmers were busy plowing and planting spring crops, In the 
South, corn planting was underway as far north as South Carolina. Some cotton 
was being planted in southern Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, and Couth Caro- 
lina. Tobacco was being set inthe more southern regions, Farm activities in 
the rest of the country consisted mostly of plowing, working land and planting of 
some spring crops. Planting of oats was about finished as far north as Kansas. 
Land intended for corn was also being prepared in many parts of the country. 
Cold weather delayed the production of maple sugar and sirup in the Northeast. 


Harvest activities were mostly confined to the South and consisted largely of cit- 
rus and vegetables in Florida, California, and the Lower Valley of Texas. In 
Louisiana, the harvest of strawberries, cabbage, and shallots was in progress 


The number of family workers increased by about the usual amount from february 
to March for the country and for most regions. In the New #ngland and Middle 
Atlantic States the increase was smaller than usual while in the Mountain and 
Pacific States the number of family workers increased more than usual. 


(Over) 


FARM EMPLOYMENT & WAGE RATES -2- 


There was a few less hired workers employed on all farms in the country in 
March this year than a year earlier. The largest decline was in the Middle At- 
lantic States but there were also fewer hired workers on farms in the South At- 
lantic, East South Central and Pacific States. The greatest increase was in the 
Mountain States. Small increases were reported in the West North Central and 
West South Central States. The number of hired workers in the New England 
and East North Central States was about the same as a year earlier. 


FARM EMPLOYMENT; JANUARY THROUGH MARCH 1956, WITH COMPARISONS ays 
GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS DOS LSD oie] GSS ait iets bane 


Prnvowres taandes 


TOTAL FARM EMPLOYMENT 


,UnLLed states. | | 6,619 6,6)3 6,556 6,269 
Mountain Cis Ott Oe 260 
Pacific 1.68 65 72 

FAMILY WORKERS 2/ 

United States — 5,505 5 529 
Mountain 198 200 
Pacific 296 295 

HIRED WORKERS 3/ 

United States as ey 
Mountain 75 77. 


Pacific NT ua Haaelito 
a Persons employed during the last Fuit calendar week ending at least one day be- 
fore the end of the month. Oy Includes farm operators doing one or more hours of 
farm work and members of their families working 15 hours or more during the survey 
week without cash wages. 3/ Includes all persons doing one or more hours of farm 
work during the survey week for pay. 


FARM WAGES, SELECTED STATES, APRIL 1, 1955 AND APRIL 1, 1956 1/ 


PER MONTH LER De ie _PER HOUR 
With | With Board Without Board Without Board 


House and Room and Room 


and Room 


22.00 | 160,00 
209.00 (mat 00 
182.00 188,00 | 134,00 
159.00 168,00 | 112,00 
220.00 225,00} 150.00 
207.00 22,00 | 180.00 
180,00 220.00 | 160,00 


| 198,00 | 161.00 


236.00 245.00 | 186.00 | 198.00 -- -- 
205.00 22. OOH LsOu wo 180.00 ~— -— 
«(2387.00 251,00} 184.00 | 190.00 = os 
cg 115.00 | 152,00 | 118.00, |-123.00-1 \S¥10 [lo iOmtel eee oth ieee om 
i/ Certain wage rates are not estimated because they are relatively unimportant. 
issued Boise, Idaho Cecil C. Smith Clarence E, White 
April 12, 1956 Agricultural Statistician Agricultural Statistician 
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FARM EMPLOYMENT AND WAGZ RATES = JULY 1, 1956 | 


IDAHO: The composite index of farm wage rates for Idaho was: 526! pea ce wtiof the | 

_ 1910-14 average according to the USDA CROP REPORTING'GERVICE 
forIDAHO, This compares with 516 in July a year ago and establishes a new 
record high for the month, the previous high being 519 in 1953. 


The average wage rate per month with board and room was $181, 00 compared to 
$170.00 per month a year ago, Wage rates per month with house increased from 
$218. 00 last July to an average of $227, 00 this year. The rate per day without 
board and room increased from $9, 10 to $9, 20 while the average hourly rate 
without board and room was unchanged at $1, 06, 


There was a fair balance between labor demand and supply with local shortages 
developing for hay hands and qualified irrigators, 


UNITED STATES: About 8,9 million people were at work on farms during the 
week of June 17-23. Of this total, 6,5 million were operators and unpaid mem-s 
bers of their families and 2.4 million were hired workers. The number of fam- 
ily workers was 4 percent less than a year earlier and the number of hired work- 
ers was 3 percent less. 


In comparison with a month earlier, the number of family workers was down 

3 percent while the number of hired workers was up about a fifth or about 400,000, 
The change in the number of family workers was about usual for the season but 
the increase in the hired workers wag less than usual, 


Farm wage rates on about July 1 averaged 5 percent more than a year earlier 
for the country as a whole, The seasonally adjusted index of farm wage rates 
was 535 percent of the 1910. 14 average compared with 510 July 1,1955, All 

types of rates for the Nation were higher than a year ago, 


On a regional basis, wage rates averaged higher than a year ago in all regions. 
Increases varied from 2 percent to 7 percent with the largest increase in the 
New England States, Increases in industrial wage rates probably had the great- 
est effect in this area, Individual rates were also mostly higher than a year 
earlier, 


Individual types of wage rates for the country as a whole were up from April 1 
but the average was up less than usual as indicated by the drop of 1 percent in 
the seasonally adjusted index, The index indicates that by regions, changes from 
April were mixed, The index was down in the Middle Atlantic, East and West 
North Central, East South Central, and the Mountain States but higher in all 
other regions, The largest changes were the increase in the New England States 
and the decrease in the West North Central States, Changes in the other regions 
were about 1 percent or less, , 


For individual types of rates practically all rates in all regions were up seasone 
ally except in the South Atlantic States, In this region changes were mixed and 
some individual rates were lower, however, the seasonally adjusted index for this 
region increased 1 percent, 


Weather during the week of June 17+ 23 was generally favorable for farm work, 
Temperatures averaged above normal throughout most of the Central and Moun- 
tain States and below normal in the rest of the country, Showers in varying 
amounts were generally well distributed over the Great Lakes Region, over the 
Gulf and southern Atlantic coastal areas, and along the Canadian Border from 
western Montana through Minnesota, Rain fell in the extreme Northwest and 
showers occurred in most of the Great Plains States;however, the dry weather 
continued in the Southwest, 


The major jobs for the country as a whole were harvesting small grains, making 
hay, and cultivating various crops, Small grain harvest was about over in the 
southern part of the country and was starting in the southern areas of the East 
North Central States. Winter wheat harvest was finished in the earlier areas of 
Texas and well advanced in the Northern High Plains, The wheat harvest is 
Practically completed in the south central portion of Kansas and has now extends 
ed to eastern Colorado, extreme southern Nebraska, northern Missouri, and cen- 
tral portions of Illinois and Virginia, Hay making and crop cultivation were in 
progress practically everywhere, Cotton hoeing and chopping were proceeding 
well in the South and the Southwest, 

(Over) 
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Farmers were harvesting vegetables and fruit in many parts of the country. The 
peach harvest was in progress in Georgia, Albama, North and South Carolina, 
Strawberries were being picked in Michigan, Washington, and Oregon. In Califor- 


Farm Employment and Wage Rates 


nia, citrus, peaches, apricots, cherries, 
RING WELK OF JUNE 17-23,1956, WITH COMPARISONS 


___ PERSONS EMPLOYED _ DURING 


berries, and grapes were being harvested. 


ieecturs = May ene new Lean ‘dune 
‘FOC ITC DIVISI Average 22-28 19-25, 20-2 17-23, 
GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION 1981-58 V sc | eee eee ee 
‘TOTAL FARM EMPLOYMENT MEVANO Tape adtoer ee. 
United States OLELy B02 a. Wipes ace ie 8.5489 8,958 
Mountain 15 390 396 396 Lo3 
Pacific 730 668 712 651 728 
TOME FIALT obGnS B/] 7 veges arian octet pera State 
United States BER brig 6,917 6,832 6,73l 6,57 
Mountain 2h0 259 22h 262 23h 
Pacific 35h 350 35h oer. 350 
TOTAL HIRED WORKERS 3/ | 7) ete RS Ot eae ee re 
United States 2 56 | 1,97h 25h97 2,005 2 hia 
Mountain 175 | 131 12 13h 169 
Pacific B1O.. pe hha ae 358 | faeis, 378 


ee ares seme 5 er ee 


Persons employed during the last full calendar week ending at least one day 
before the end of the month. oy Includes farm Cae tors doing one or more hours 

of farm work and members of thcir familics working 15 hours or more during the sur- 
vey wock without cash wages 3/ Includes all persons doing one or more hours of 
farm work during the survey fea ot for pay. 


FARM WAGE RATES BY STATES JULY JULY 1, 1955 AND GULY ol, 195G 1 


i sa PRON eae PER DAY PER HOUR 
Without Board Without Board 
or Room or Room 


akan eae: With Board 
oer and Room 
TES56. | PaLOe | LObOne te oe eee 


nT OR Cee 


Montana 20,00 | 209, +00) 1672008 Nol Daa eae 8.60 

IDAHO 218.00 | 227,.00| 170.00 181,00] 9.10 9,20 

Wyoming 205.00 | 191,00) 144.00 119,00] 8,20 9,00 

Colorado 184,00 | 195.00] 10.00 11:7 700 fees 8.00 

New Mexico 164.00 | 169,00}125,00 122 00h 0.20 6.50 

Arizona 230,00 | 230,00)155.00 160,004 SG 8,00 

Utah 220.00 | 210.001185.00 178.00} 8.30 8.10 

Nevada 188,00 | 210,00/160,00 160,00| 8.00 8,00 1.05 1716 
| Washington 2hi4.00 | 251.001198.00 | 203,00] -- es Wah 1.20 
| Oregon ae 230,001172.00 183,00, -- a sheite pai | 
| California 2hs, 252.00 16. CONE 192, OO No ie sed Pad el eh i aaa 
5 EOL ES | 163.00 ae 176.00[125,00 ~| 129.00] 5. 730 Lees 5.50 91 


Certain wage rates arc not estimated because they arc rcolativcly eee 


cae Boise, Idaho July 16, 1956 


Clarence E. White 
Agricultural Statistician 
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Mcryl R. Hunt 
Agricultural Statistician 
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FARM EMPLOYMENT AND WAGE RATES -'OCTOPER 1, 1956 


IDAHO; The index of composite ware rapes for Idaho on October 1, 1956 stood at 

535 percent’of the 1910-1) average according to the USDA CROP REPORTING 
SERVICE for IDAHO... This is 8 points above the level of October l, 1955 and marks 
a new record high for the: month. 


The average wage rate being paid per month with board and room was {182 compared 
with (177 a year ago. Wages per month with house averaged (228, nine dollars more 
than a year agoe The average wage rate per day without board and room was {9.60 

on October 1 this year -- up 20 cents from last year while the average rate per 
hour without board and room was unchanged from October 1, 1955 at $1.10. Compared 
with July 1, 1956 the average per month with house was up $31.00, per month with 
board and room up £1,00,per day without board and room up O¢, and per hour without 
board and room up l¢.: 


UNITED STAT=S? About 10,428,000 persons were working on farms during the week of 

‘September 23-29, Total farm employment showed a seasonal increase 
from a month earlier but was still about l percent less than during the correspond- 
ing period a yéar earlier, 


The increase of 1,190,000 workers from a month earlier was a little less than usual, 
Family workers showed an increase of 15 percent while the number of hired workers 
was up 8 percent. The average increases from August to September are 16 percent 
for family workers and 12 percent for hired workers. The decrease of 421,000 
workers from a year ago was entirely due to a drop in the number of family workers, 
as the number of hired workers was Slightly larger. 


Farm wage rates on October a were up a percent from a year earlier ne 6 percent 
from July 1 to a record high for this time of year, The farm wage rate index for 
October 1 this year was 550 compared with 516 a-year earlier and 535 for the pre- 
vious quarter, Apparently farm wage rates are being influenced by increases in 
wage ‘rates in . non-agricultural jobs. 


Individual typés of wage rates averaged eto than a year ago ner all classifica- 
tions. The monthly rate with house was up v7 to'average ‘:161, the daily rate with- 
out board or room was up 30 cents to average He) while the hourly rate without board 
was up 5 cents to 82 cents. : 


When compared with the previous quarter, per day. anth house, per day without board 
or room, and per hour with house rates. averaged higher. The per month with ktoard 
and room rate was unchanged and all other types of rates were lower. These changes 
are in line with the usual seasonal trends, but the resulting aver eEe for all wage 
rates was up more than usual. 


Wage rates as measured by the seasonally adjusted index were up from a year azo on 
October 1 for all regions. Increases were largest in the South Atlantic, New Eng- 
land, East South Central, and Middle Atlantic States. The average was up least in 
the Mountain States. Compared with the previous Rantors wage rates were lower in 
the Mountain States, unchanged in the Pacific States, and higher in all other 

States, Largest increases were in the East South Central and South Atlantic States. 


The weather during the survey week was featured by the hurricane "Flossy" which 
moved from the Gulf of Mexico at the beginning of the week in a north-easterly 
direction across the Carolina coast and out to sea. Intensity of the winds de- 
creased as the hurricane moved inland, and most of the damage to farm crops was in 
Louisiana, Florida, and southern Georgia. Rain accompanying the storm fell from 
Louisiana to New England, ranging from a heavy fall in the South Atlantic area to 
less than an inch in southern New England, Most of the rest of the country had dry 
weather which was ideal for harvesting seasonal crops, but dry soil conditions con- 
tinued to delay fall seeding operations throughout the southern Great Plains area. 


(Over) 


FARM EMPLOYMENT & WAGE RATES -2- 


PERSONS EMPLOYED DURING WEHK OF SEPT, 23-29, 1956, WITH COMPARISONS 


i) ee eae Aug. 
GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION ‘Average 21-07. 
51-55 1/ £965 
Te ree CO. Sh Bai a ana 
TOTAL FARM EMPLOYMENT 
United States 11,388 9,602 10,8h9'% | 98288 
Meant ihaeivat 197 Loh ad ae 
SPEC LT SO ama h eve pA OU alae a eae 737.1. OLN) LOS i eee 
TOTAL FAMILY WORKERS 2 | 
United States oh 8, 328 6,876 7,960 6,533 
Mountain Pgs 251 255 250 
SPaCiPION Ay Wee iapeae ARSON cts 339 | 33h ee 
TOTAL HIRED WORKERS 3 
United States if 3,060 2,726 2,889 2,705 
Mountain 203 2h6 199 203 
Pacific 167 398 480 1130 


1/ Persons employed during the last full calendar week ending at least one day 
before the end of the month. 2/ Inclydes farm operators doing one or more hours 
of farm work and members of their families working 15 hours or more during the 
survey week without cash wages. 3/ Includes all persons doing one or more hours 


of farm work during the survey week for pay, ” 


FARM WAGE RATES BY STATHS OCTOBER 1, 1955 AND OCTOBER 1, 1956 1/ 


PER MONTH PER DAY _ PER THCUR Bw. 
STATE [Wath “= |G” Wweebh ‘Board Without Board | Without Board 
ao Bouse -___ and Room or Room or Room: _ 
11955 [ 1956 | 1955 | 1956 | 195 


) Od a ©. 


Issued Boise, Idaho 
October 12, 1956 


Montana 1199.00 | 206.00 | 165.00 172, 00 | WG I3G 
IMAHO 219.00 | 228.00 | 177.00 182.00] 9.l10 
Wyoming 1200.00 | 203.00} 116,00 153',00 bs :By50 
Colorado 191.00 | 193.00 | 141.00 145.00). 7,80 
New Mexico |170.00 | 164.00 | 122.00 115.00] 6.40 
Arizona 1235.00 | 250.00 | 160.00 175.00} . 8.00 
Utah 103300" 1721200 |. 1192.00" "1851001 16.70 
Nevada 190.00 | 210.00 | 162200 160700" "6. 06 
Washington {240,00 | 252.00 | 205.00 209.00 -~ 
Orevon |215.00 | 228.00 | 173.00 179.00 a 
California [23.00 |-255.00 |. 185.00 | 193.00 -- 
UNITED) STATESIISh (00 (161,007). 9125.0001 129.001 5.700 


are not estimated because they are relatively unimportant. 


Clarence E. White 
Acricultural Statistician 
Ia Charge 


